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JOHNSTON

POLAR PANTHERS PLUNGE

Will Amazon deliver?
The company promises to hire 1,500 workers 
in Johnston, but a firm date has yet to be set

Statewide meter replacement carries $200M shock

MARCH SHIVERS: Johnston’s Special 
Olympics Polar Plunge raised more than 
$6,000 for Special Olympics and Unified 
Sports last Saturday. For a story and more 
photos, turn to Page 9. 

By RORY SCHULER

Rhode Island Energy’s “advanced metering” 
proposal will cost the Ocean State nearly $200 
million and require the manual replacement of 
approximately 525,000 electric meters.

“If approved … and this is still an ongoing 
docket … the costs would be borne by ratepay-
ers,” said Thomas F. Kogut, Associate Adminis-
trator Cable TV and Legislative Liaison for the 
Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Car-
riers (PUC). 

Following historic electric rate hikes immedi-

ately after PPL’s acquisition of the Narragansett 
Electric Company (forming Rhode Island Energy), 
the state’s new power-providing entity will be 
back before the PUC next week, requesting a total 
overhaul of the state’s electric metering system 
— a process known as “Advanced Metering.”

RI Energy testimony estimated the statewide 
meter replacement program at “$188 million on a 
net present value (NPV) basis over the 20-year 
project life.”

However, Rhode Island Energy seeks $199.6  

PUC: Rhode Island Energy’s 
advanced metering proposal 
‘costs would be borne by  
(Ocean State) ratepayers’

METERS - PAGE 6■

By RORY SCHULER

While empty Amazon warehouses 
litter the nation, the online mega re-
tailer insists their Johnston distribu-
tion center will open as planned. 
And the company plans to hire “more 
than 1,500” local job-seekers.

“We’re committed to launching 
our fulfillment center in Johnston 
and claims to the contrary are incor-
rect,” Amazon spokesperson Caitlin 
McLaughlin said Wednesday morn-
ing. “Construction is ongoing at this 

facility, and we’ll provide a launch 
update once work is complete. We 
have great relationships with Gover-
nor McKee, Mayor Polisena, and lo-
cal community organizations in 
Johnston, and will work together to 
hire more than 1,500 employees clos-
er to opening.”

Construction wrapped on a giant 
blue and white building — just like 
the behemoth perched off Hartford 
Avenue overlooking Johnston —in 
Marriott-Slaterville, Utah, last year. 

POLITICAL ACCESS: On March 17, Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. announced on 
Twitter that he had toured the Amazon construction site with US Sen. Jack Reed. He re-
leased four photos from the tour. (Photos courtesy Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr.)AMAZON - PAGE 5■
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Stop and Smell the Savings!

4.49% APR*

Auto Loan
rates as low as 90

days no
payments!
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Visit www.cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010 for
more information.

Visit www.cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010 for
more information.

b e a c o n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, ri  02889  |  P: 401-732-3100 | F: 401-732-3110

Advertise in our newspapers 
and reach over 
32,000 homes 
in Cranston, Coventry, Johnston, 

Warwick, West Greenwich & West Warwick

CranstonHerald
www.cranstononline.com

JOHNSTON

Call 732-3100
 for more information

• Charleston
• Cincinnati
• Columbus
• Ft. Myers
• Jacksonville
• Los Angeles
• New Orleans
• Norfolk
• Orange County
• Orlando
• Pittsburgh
• Raleigh-Durham
• Richmond
• Sarasota-Bradenton
• Tampa

FlyRI.com

Flying to these 15
cities is a breeze 
on Breeze Airways™.

23-RIAC-0089_5-19x7_0309.indd   1 3/9/23   12:11 PM

Panther of 
the Week

JHS

Say you saw it in the

Johnston SunRise

POTW: This week’s Panther of the Week is James Pastore. James is a junior and 
was nominated by Ms. Tia Forgetta. James can be seen in the Panther Pen getting 
the crowd pumped up for the sporting events. After high school, he would like to be 
involved in sports, and has expressed interest in being a sports commentator. Ms. 
Forgetta said “James has been putting in so much time and effort to bring up his 
math grade. I knew he was capable, he just needed the extra push to do so. His 
confidence in class is now inspiring!”(Photos submitted by Matt Velino, Johnston 
High School Assistant Principal) 

Editor’s Note: This is the newest installment of an ongoing weekly series high-
lighting Johnston’s amazing students. Staff at Johnston High School will be nomi-
nating students and submitting a caption and a photo for publication. You’ll find 
each week’s winning Panther on Page 2 of the Johnston Sun Rise. 
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By PETE FONTAINE

J
ohnston High School’s Music Depart-
ment held what Chairman Ronald 
Lamoureux called “a pep rally for our 
students as they embark on their various 
state and national competitions.”

Likewise, The Festival Concert that was held 
last Wednesday night and, as Lamoureux em-
phasized, represents the most challenging music 
for our students, received rave reviews that in-
cluded statements like “the music here tonight 
sounded like it was being played by profession-
als.”

To which Lamoureux added: “Our scholar mu-
sicians have put in countless hours at home — 
and at school — preparing this program Matt 
(Gingras) and I were really pleased with the 
progress the kids have made on this competition 
music. They are really working hard to master 
their comprehensive music skills and explore 
more the songs in more details.”

The JHS band, which is directed by Lamou-
reux, opened with two absolute classics — 
“Flourish for Wind Band” by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams and “Air for Band” by Frank William 
Erickson. The closer for the band and the entire 
concert was “Into the Storm” by Robert W. 
Smith.

“The kids really enjoy the tune with its con-
trasting sections that highlight all instruments of 
the group,” Lamoureux said. “Commissioned in 
1994, the piece has become incredibly popular 
with ensembles everywhere.”

Also, Lamoureux heaped words of praise upon 
the Gingras-directed JHS Chorus and Select 
Choir and praised the skills of the JHS vocalists, 
who continue to make progress as the depart-
ment prepares for their trip to Hershey, Pennsyl-
vania, to compete in the “Music in the Parks 
Festival” that features high schools from all over 
the country.

“This year our ensembles are striving to bring 
back ‘Superior ’ rankings and ‘The ‘Esprit De 
Corps’ or ‘Spirit of the Group’ award that goes to 
only one traveling group per festival, and the 
one that best exhibits pride, spirit, enthusiasm, 
friendliness, camaraderie and unity of purpose.

The ambitious production was again bolstered 
by “the valuable volunteers of the Johnston 
School Music Association (JSMA) who volun-
teered as ushers and continue to help keep the 
performing arts alive in all Johnston schools,” 
Lamoureux said. 

He issued heartfelt “thank yous” to School Su-
perintendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo Jr. and Assis-
tant Superintendent Julie-Ann Zarrella, and the 
building’s administration, for their support.

He said the department will hold many more 
concerts and their work is far from over.

The first order of business is this Saturday’s 
6th Annual Mattress Sale, which will run from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. in the JHS cafeteria and feature 
brand names and bedding needs. Admission is 
free and the event is co-hosted by CFS (Custom 
Fundraising Solutions), a group that has helped 
the JHS Music Department raise money for their 
trip to Hershey for the national competition.

Before they hit the road, JHS hosts pep rally concert 

TALENTED TROUPERS: Among the JHS music students who helped make The Festival Concert a huge suc-
cess were Hailee Joyal Weiss, Lauren Dixon and Katelyn Loffler. (Photos courtesy Melissa Loffler)

MIGHTY MUSICIANS: JHS Music Students who took part in the recent concert were Phoenix Russell, Ricas Soth, Willson El Hage, Samanta DiMaio, Josh Galeas, 
Fuji Kue and Dominic Whitten. 
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  Millisecond
 5.  Narcotic drug
 11.  Accident
 14.  Formal submissions
 15.  Popular 70s rock band
 18.  Discourage from doing
 19.  More socially elite
 21.  Arid
 23.  A way to look
 24.  Heroes
 28.  A surfer rides it
 29.  Potato state
 30.  Insect repellent
 32.  Cool!
 33.  Have already done
 35.  Collegiate women’s fraternity
 36.  To the __ degree
 39.  Gasteyer and de Armas are two
 41.  Blood type
 42.  Looked over
 44.  Language of Cameroon and Chad
 46.  Species of armadillo
 47.  Touch softly
 49.  Part of your upper body

 52.  Large, stocky lizards
 56.  Lack of social or ethical 

standards
 58.  Congressman
 60.  Unoffi cial force
 62.  As a result of this utterance
 63.  A main branch of Islam

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Woman (French)
 2.  Province of Pakistan
 3.  This (Spanish)
 4.  Transportation device
 5.  Greater in importance or 

priority
 6.  The human foot
 7.  Within
 8.  Consumed
 9.  Respectful Malaysian term
 10.  Therefore
 12.  Ceased to exist
 13.  Type of macaroni
 16.  English composer
 17.  Wooded tract
 20.  Tall, slender-leaved plant

 22.  36 inches
 25.  Take too much (abbr.)
 26.  Allow
 27.  Individually
 29.  Journalist Tarbell
 31.  Bar bill
 34.  Hong Kong food stall:__ pai 

dong
 36.  Not messy
 37.  Species that includes reedmace
 38.  Former MLB catcher Ed
 40.  Northern U.S. state
 43.  Wilt
 45.  Commercial
 48.  Bolivian river
 50.  Nursemaid
 51.  A car needs four
 53.  Guns (slang)
 54.  American state
 55.  Clusters of fern fronds
 57.  Body part
 58.  A person’s brother or sister
 59.  Breed of sheep native to 

Sweden
 61.  Of I

By PETE FONTAINE

There were many school science fairs at the high school and middle school 
levels during recent weeks with winners moving on to the coveted state fi-
nals at the Community of Rhode Island Knight Campus in Warwick.

After a three-fold competition, six Johnston High School students emerged 

and competed versus the state’s elite. Student Lucas Anderson was awarded “Best 
in the Fair” and placed in the Ocean State’s Top 10.

That happened last Wednesday night when Anderson — like dozens of other stu-
dents — presented their display boards and was invited back to present his project 
and participate in the prestigious judge’s annual breakfast Sunday morning.

Anderson’s project, which was titled “It’s Bananas B-A-N-A-N-A-S,” was among 
the Top 10 Best in the Fair and his impressive project captured a “First Grant” that 
JHS Science Department Chairman Greg Russo described as “two four-year renew-
able scholarships with a total value of $4,000 each at the University of Rhode Island 
or Rhode Island College.”

When asked about his project, Anderson explained he “tested if the ripeness of a 
banana affects the ability for it to be digested in addition to its sugar content.”

Each scholarship, Russo noted, is worth $1,000 per year.
Russo, who has coordinated many highly successful Science Fairs during his sto-

ried tenure on Cherry HiIl also announced that in addition to Anderson — who is 
president of the sophomore Class at JHS —Panthers Nicole Patenaude received an 
award from the Rhode Island Nuclear Science Center and Alessandra Pesare won the 
annual raffle for participants and was presented with a VISA gift card.

Anderson, Patenaude, Pesare, Brendan Lang, Catrina Zinni and Gabriella Pascale 
were all awarded prestigious third place grants and Science Fair 2023 Medals. Zinni 
is the only senior among the “super six,” while Pesare is a junior and Lang, Paten-
aude, Pascale and Anderson are sophomores.

All six of the award-winning backboards are set up inside the Janice D. Mele Me-
morial Library for student and faculty viewing.

Johnston student scientists compete in state finals

‘It’s B-A-N-A-N-A-S’

PRIZE-WINNING PROJECT: Lucas Anderson, who is president of the sopho-
more class at Johnston High School, stands beside his “It’s Bananas B-A-N-A-N-A-
S” project that was judged among the Top 10 best in the state at Sunday’s Rhode 
Island Science Fair. (Submitted photos)

PROUD PANTHERS: These 
Johnston High School students — 
Brandon Lang, Nicole Patenaude, 
Catrina Zinni, Alessandra Pesare, 
Gabriella Pascale and Lucas 
Anderson — were honored for 
having some of the best science 
fair projects in the state. 
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storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

R.I. Historical Cemeteries
Awareness and

Preservation Weeks

April thru May 2023
Join in cemetery clean-ups, tours,

gravestone conservation workshops,
and other programs in every city

and town in Rhode Island.
All programs are free and

open to the public.
www.preservation.ri.gov/ricw

Calendar of events:
www.rihistoriccemeteries.org/events.aspx
Organized by R.I. Advisory Commission on Historical Cemeteries

and R.I. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Kindergarten
RegistRation 

for the 2023-2024 School Year
The Johnston Public School District 

is currently accepting on-line 
registrations for Kindergarten. 

Children who will be 5 (Five) years 
old on or before September 1, 2023, 
and live in the town of Johnston, are 
eligible to register for Kindergarten.  

Please visit 
www.johnstonschools.org 

to complete the online registration.

Following a plunge in 
profits post-pandemic, 
Amazon has yet to open 
the Utah facility, and it 
sits empty as locals await 
the creation of 500 prom-
ised jobs, according to a 
March 25 story in the 
city’s local newspaper, 
the Standard-Examiner.

In September 2022, the 
Des Moines Register re-
ported on two warehous-
es sitting idle, long past 
promised opening dates, 
in Council Bluffs, Iowa 
and Papillion, Nebraska. 
Both states are still wait-
ing for 1,500 promised 
jobs. Over the summer, 
Amazon reportedly “told 
the Iowa city that the 
opening of the fulfillment 
center will be delayed un-
til at least 2024.”

That same month, 
Bloomberg News report-
ed that “Amazon.com 
Inc., determined to re-
duce the size of its sprawl-
ing delivery operation 
amid slowing sales 
growth, has abandoned 
dozens of existing and 
planned facilities around 
the US, according to a 
closely watched consult-
ing firm.”

Amazon has erected 
buildings, but nixed 
openings, across the 
country and abroad.

“MWPVL International 
Inc., which tracks Ama-
zon’s real-estate footprint, 
estimates the company 
has either shuttered or 
killed plans to open 42 
facilities totaling almost 
25 million square feet of 
usable space,” Bloomberg 
News reported. “The 
company has delayed 
opening an additional 21 
locations, totaling nearly 
28 million square feet, ac-
cording to MWPVL.”

For now, Johnston’s 
mayor is optimistic Ama-
zon will deliver on the 
promises made to the 
town in exchange for a 
tax deal.

“As to the other cities 
you reference, I don’t 
know how their agree-
ments are structured, but 
I wish them good luck 
and hope it all works out 
for them,” Johnston May-
or Joseph Polisena Jr. said 
Tuesday. “I remain in-
tensely and solely focused 
on the future of my Town 
and its families.”

Once finished, the John-
ston Amazon facility 

would be the largest 
building ever constructed 
in the Ocean State, ac-
cording to Jeff Miller, ex-
ecutive vice president of 
investments for the Rhode 
Island Commerce Corpo-
ration (Miller made the 
statement in a September 
2021 Commerce Corp. 
meeting where Johnston 
was awarded a $1.5 mil-
lion reimbursement after 
qualifying for Rhode Is-
land’s Tax Stabilization 
Incentive program).

Whether or not John-
ston has received the $1.5 
million payment, and into 
which town fund it was 
(or will be) deposited, 
was unclear Wednesday 
afternoon as the Sun Rise 
went to print. The ques-
tion was asked of Mayor 
Polisena Jr., but not an-
swered before this week’s 
print deadline.

Polisena Jr. served as 
Vice President of John-
ston Town Council when 
the Community Partner-
ship and Tax Stabilization 
agreements were signed 
between the town and 
Amazon.

He said the town is pro-
tected financially even if 
Amazon decided not to 
open the Johnston facility.

“The Tax Stabilization 
Agreement between the 
Town of Johnston and 
Amazon commences on 
Jan. 1, 2024,” Polisena 
wrote via email Tuesday 
evening. “It is not contin-
gent upon ‘operating at 
substantial full capacity.’ 
While there is absolutely 
no support for a hypo-
thetical question about 
what happens if the Tax 
Stabilization Agreement 
did not commence on Jan. 
1, 2024, please remember 
that the property owner 
will be responsible for 
paying taxes based on the 
full value of the property 
as opposed to a lesser sta-
bilized amount.”

Multiple planned pay-
ments to the town are at-
tached to the Tax Stabili-
zation Agreement (and 
should go into effect, 
whether the Amazon fa-
cility opens or not): 
$582,500 per year to fund 
a Johnston High School 
Pathway Program (for 20 
years ,  tota l ing 
$11,650,000); $400,000 to-
ward starting up the 
Pathway Program; five 
payments to the state to-
taling $1,250,000; 

$5,380,000 over 10 years 
toward public safety op-
erations; $2,750,000 to-
ward the state’s Small 
Business Assistance Pro-
gram (SBAP). 

“Pursuant to the Com-
munity Partnership 
Agreement (those) pay-
ments are mandated ef-
fective Jan. 21, 2024,” 
Polisena said. “This 
means that the expected 
revenue from these agree-
ments will be completely 
available to support the 
School Building Project 
for our Town’s children 
and their families.”

Can these funds be 
used toward school con-
struction, rather than the 
specific programs de-
scribed in the agreement? 
That follow-up question 
was asked, but remained 
unanswered at press-
time.

Polisena and his father, 
former Mayor Joseph M. 
Polisena, both promised 
taxpayers that payments 
from the Tax Stabilization 
and Community Partner-
ship agreements with 
Amazon would more 
than cover the bond pay-
ments funding a town-
wide school facilities 
overhaul (voters passed a 
$215 million bond refer-
endum last year). That 
project has been plagued 
by soaring interest rates 
and construction costs 
(current estimates peg the 
total price tag for three of 
the previously proposed 
four school building proj-
ects at $50 million over 
original estimates).

If those payments Ama-
zon’s payments were to 
falter, a domino-effect 
could lead to unfunded 
school bond payments 
(and ultimately, a tax in-
crease). Both mayors 
Polisena promised the 
bond would not lead to a 
property tax increase for 
Johnston residents.

According to the cur-
rent administration, 
whether the building 
opens for business or not, 
Johnston will receive a se-
ries of promised pay-
ments.

“This means that the 
Johnston High School 
Pathway Programs will 
have the benefit of a dedi-
cated robust funding 
source so that Johnston 
High School students will 
have the opportunity to 
participate in the finest 
pathway programs of-
fered in the State of Rhode 
Island,” Polisena said.

Workers at the Hartford 

Avenue site have shared 
worries that construction 
will wrap, but the build-
ing may sit idle, like nu-
merous other Amazon 
warehouses.

“With respect to the 
hardworking men and 
women engaging in the 
construction of the project 
at the Amazon site, I am 
not sure they can speak 
for Amazon Corporate or 
have a full appreciation of 
the magnitude of the ben-
efits that our schools, 
their students, and all tax-
payers of the Town will 
experience from these 
agreements,” Polisena 
wrote.

Some payments to the 
town do have stipulations 
attached, like “one year 
subsequent to the facility 
operating at substantially 
full capacity” and “one 
year subsequent to the 
commencement of full 
delivery operations with-
in the facility,” meaning 
that they are contingent 
upon opening the facility 
(a delay in opening may 
delay these payments): 
$100,000 to the town for 
traffic mitigation study; 
the $1,000,000 for traffic 
mitigation equipment 
and improvements; the 
three (minimum) hiring 
events and hiring of the 
promised 1,500 employ-
ees; $50,000 to Johnston 
youth sports; $100,000 to 
the Johnston Senior Cen-
ter; $250,000 to the John-
ston Municipal Land 
Trust; $100,000 toward 
Johnston Memorial Park.

Asked simply, “Will the 
opening of the Amazon 
facility be delayed?” 

Polisena replied: “I can-
not speak for a private 
company and their busi-
ness decisions. I am here 
to assist, coordinate and 
expedite if help is needed, 
like I would for any other 
incoming business to 
Johnston.”

So far, McLaughlin, 
Amazon’s spokesperson, 
has only said the “com-
pletion date … is sched-
uled for second half of 
2023.” 

Prior to opening, Ama-
zon has pledged to hold 
at least three hiring events 
to fill the 1,500 positions. 
No job fair dates have yet 
been set. 

■ Amazon
(Continued from page 1)

Say you saw it 
in the

Sun Rise
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

4th Annual

CAMPS | CLASSES | HEALTH & FITNESS | EVENTS & MORE!

Thursday, April 21st 

11am-3pm

PRESENTED BY:

WARWICK MALL 
400 BALD HILL RD, WARWICK, RI

Entertainment & Music • Demonstrations  • Giveaways

FOR MORE INFO:
Donna Zarrella | 401-339-6148 
DonnaZ@RhodyBeat.com

Kristine Mangan-Olf | 401-269-8292 
Kristine@ProvidenceOnline.com

DEMO AT 1PM!

5th  Annual

EXHIBITORS WANTED
BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

Presents

A Fun Filled Family Event featuring 
ENTERTAINMENT ~ DEMONSTRATIONS ~ GIVEAWAYS 

400 Bald Hill Rd., Warwick, RI

RESERVE YOUR BOOTH SPACE TODAY 

For more information Contact 
Donna Zarrella ~ 401.732.3100 ~ donnaz@rhodybeat.com 

THURSDAY, APRIL 13TH • 11AM – 3PM

Wayne Martin Puppets 
“MARTIN’S MAGIC 

MUSIC REVIEW” 
Shows at 12, 2 and 4 pm

Meet & Greet costumed character 
appearance by “BLUEY” presented by

 Judi T. Dance Studio / Party Line

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE
For more info, call 732-3100

million in additional rev-
enues “to fund the incre-
mental cost associated 
with the AMF through a 
separate factor outside 
the base distribution rates 
(AMF Factor) over eleven 
years, 2023 through 
2033,” according to the 
PUC’s legal advertise-
ment publicizing next 
week’s public hearing.

The overall price tag 
“includes the meters and 
associated IT technology 
and installation,” Kogut 
explained.

The public has the 
chance to comment on RI 
Energy’s proposal at a 6 
p.m. public hearing on 
Tuesday, April 4, in Hear-
ing Room A at the PUC 
Office, 89 Jefferson Boule-
vard, Warwick.

“In this docket, Rhode 
Island Energy filed for 
approval of the Compa-
ny’s Advanced Metering 
Functionality (AMF) 
Business Case program 
proposal,” according to 
legal advertising for the 
public hearing. “The pro-
posal includes a full scale 
deployment of AMF 
across its electric service 
territory in Rhode Island 
intended to replace exist-
ing electric automated 
meter reading (AMR) me-
ters. The proposal in-
cludes capital spending 
and recovery through 
rates for expenses associ-
ated with meters, soft-
ware, communications 
and other operating ex-
penses.”

Kogut explained that 
the cost, per ratepayer, 
would be less than a dime 
per month.

“Cost factor in the com-
pany’s transmittal, as 
proposed has, for illustra-
tive purposes, a projected 
7 cent/month residential 

bill impact with a cumu-
lative impact of $246 in 
the fifth year of the cost 
recovery,” Kogut said. 

While PUC approval is 
not guaranteed, the state 
board ultimately ap-
proved the sale of the 
state’s electric provider to 
the east coast utility pow-
erhouse formerly known 
as Pennsylvania Power & 
Light (now PPL), and the 
subsequent rate hike.

Kogut warns, however, 
that no matter the PUC’s 
decision, the state’s aging 
meters are nearing obso-
lescence. 

“One point to note, the 
AMR meters are nearing 
the end of their opera-
tional lives, and will need 
replacing,” Kogut said.

According to the PUC, 
“The AMF factor would 
recover the actual incre-
mental capital invest-
ments placed in service 
and the actual incremen-
tal operation and mainte-
nance (O&M) costs in-
curred on a historical ba-
sis.”

Kogut broke down the 
overall proposal.  Ap-
proximately $73 million 
will be spent on hard-
ware. Meter install costs 
should run around $19 
million.

“These costs include 
both utility and vendor 
labor to physically install 
the meters and related 
equipment and facility 
costs to enable meter de-
ployment,” Kogut ex-
plained.

RI Energy spokesman 
Ted Kresse released a 
statement from the utility 
company.

“The Advanced Meter-
ing Functionality (AMF) 
Business Case … we sub-
mitted to the (RI PUC) is 
an important step in 
modernizing the state’s 
energy infrastructure for 
the benefit of all Rhode 
Islanders. Approximately 

60% of our existing me-
ters are nearing the end 
of their design life and 
need to be replaced.”

The power provider in-
sists the new technolo-
gies included in the AMF 
proposal will provide 
their “customers with 
greater control, choice, 
and convenience in man-
aging their energy con-
sumption.”

“What’s more, AMF 
technology will also help 
us meet evolving custom-
er expectations by en-
hancing outage manage-
ment capabilities and en-
abling more convenient 
remote service connec-
tions,” RI Energy argues. 
“If approved, this pro-
posal will also help de-
liver the clean energy net-
work our customers and 
communities deserve and 
reflect a collaborative ef-
fort between Rhode Is-
land Energy and key 
stakeholders to create a 
more efficient, resilient, 
responsive grid. And, 
while replacing Rhode Is-
land’s existing electric 
meters with advanced 
meters will require in-
vestment, we have put 
together a thoughtful, en-
during proposal that we 
anticipate will result in 
minimal bill impacts to 
our customers.”

Several months ago, RI 
Energy also filed its “Grid 
Modernization Plan,” 
which “provides an out-
line of how the electric 
distribution system can 
evolve to handle the 
growth of distributed en-
ergy resources, including 
renewables and energy 
storage, and allow great-
er flexibility to enable a 
two-way exchange of en-
ergy and information — 
something today’s grid 
was not designed to ac-
complish.”

“Together, the Grid 
Modernization Plan and 

AMF Business Case will 
enable significant cus-
tomer benefits, including 
reduced energy use and 
improved reliability,” ac-
cording to RI Energy. 
“Importantly, they pro-
vide a more holistic long-
term cost containment 
strategy for modernizing 
our infrastructure. As en-
ergy supply costs are at 
an all-time high, it’s criti-
cally important that we 
look to implement smart-
er, more efficient technol-
ogies that can help de-
crease costs for our cus-
tomers over time.”

Kresse said the impact 
on most residential elec-
tric bills should be mini-
mal.

“If approved, (the $188 
million) will be collected 
from RI customers with 
an average bill impact 
over the first 5 years of 
$1.27 a month for a resi-
dential customer using 
500 kWh of electricity,” 
Kresse explained Tues-
day. “Costs for the install-
ment of the meters has 
been factored in to the 
$188 million. We don’t 
have an estimate of actual 
hours needed, but if ap-
proved, we anticipate full 
deployment of the meters 
to take approximately 18 
months.”

Tuesday’s hearing will 
not be “an evidentiary 
hearing,” said Kogut, 
“but a hearing for public 
comment.”

The original public 
comment session was 
scheduled for Feb. 28, but 
canceled due to a winter 
storm. The hearing can be 
watched online, and the 
public can weigh in via 
Zoom link or in person. 
Details can be found at 
the PUC’s website (ripuc.
ri.gov).

Public hearings on the 
RI Energy proposal are 
expected to continue 
through the summer.

■ Meters
(Continued from page 1)
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JOHNSTON

Implications of  
recession loom large

The weather may finally be heating up, but Rhode Is-
landers should be prepared for a freeze when it comes to 
the local and greater economy.

Although you can get any different number of projec-
tions out of economists regarding how severe and long-
lasting the looming economic recession will truly be, there 
is already evidence to show that private developments and 
critical public infrastructure projects alike throughout our 
cities and towns are facing an equally uncertain future as 
the costs of labor, materials, and utilities continue to rise. 
Compared with rising interest rates deployed to strategi-
cally target inflation, there is ample reason to be somewhat 
concerned.

Locally, projects to build crucially-needed school build-
ings and developments to supply more housing will be af-
fected, as the days of historically low interest rates are in 
the past, which will have ramifications years and decades 
down the line when calculating principal and interest pay-
ments for these expensive but vitally important endeavors.

This might not come as a surprise to everyday Rhode Is-
landers, the majority of which are counting dollars and 
budgeting everyday expenses to account for the increased 
cost of everything from a cup of coffee to a 30-year mort-
gage on a first home. With rents also on the rise throughout 
the nation, and wages staying flat, the added burden of 
additional taxpayer money needed to fund suddenly-not-
so-affordable capital projects will seem like adding addi-
tional heaps of straw on the back of an already overbur-
dened camel.

The frightening aspect of recessions and extended peri-
ods of economic downturn is how every element is intri-
cately connected to one another. Builders are less likely to 
take on capital debt for new projects amid higher interest 
rates and the cost of materials and labor, resulting in less 
work for skilled laborers and more people out of work. 
Higher unemployment or underemployment leads to less 
spending overall within municipalities, leading to bad 
quarters for local businesses, layoffs for small business 
owners, and ultimately to shortfalls on anticipated reve-
nues and budgetary problems down the line for munici-
palities.

In times of looming financial crisis, it is up to the finan-
cial experts within local, state, and federal governmental 
entities to try to safeguard outstanding investment and 
provide a backdrop of protection for those willing to invest 
in communities despite the uncertainty of the times. Protec-
tions against rampant rent hikes should also be explored to 
prevent frightened landlords from causing a wave of un-
necessary homelessness, which would overburden already 
stressed social support networks.

Individually, although we are at the mercy of many 
forces beyond our control, it is important to exercise wise 
financial decisions whenever possible. If you have high-in-
terest debt that has been hanging over your head, make the 
effort to put aside money each week to try and pay it off 
now, lest things get worse and that debt becomes even less 
wieldy down the line. Save what is possible, and consult 
with a financial advisor before making large investments.

We have seen recessions come and go, and while no two 
are the same, savvy forward thinking and refusal to panic 
will always go a long way towards lessening its impact.

One sunny, but chilly day in Febru-
ary, I decided it was time to tackle a 
few errands that I had been putting 
off. These errands were going to keep 
me close to home which, for me, is a 
Cape on Greenville Avenue that I have 
lived in all of my life. I never dreamed 
that this short trip was going to be 
such an eye opening experience.

I began my journey by hopping on 
to 295 from Greenville Avenue. As I 
peered to the right I saw a massive and 
unsightly housing complex. The once 
thick forest is gone and replaced with 
rocks, dirt, cars, and row upon row of 
identical structures. Not a tree is left 
standing. I shook my head and contin-
ued my travel on 295. As I peered 
straight ahead, the Amazon behemoth 
came into sight, with several giant ro-
tating wind turbines keeping watch. 
What a sight to behold! It seems to 
tower over the town constantly re-
minding us of its presence. I then had 
to take the Hartford Avenue exit for 
my first errand where I witnessed the 
devastation of that once forested area. 
To the left bulldozers were clearing the 
way for the arrival of Amazon’s fleet of 
trucks. To the right I noticed older 
structures were now memories as 
more of our forests succumbed to 
”progress.”

After fighting the ongoing traffic on 
Hartford Avenue, I completed one of 
my missions and headed to my next 
destination. I picked up 295 once again 
and headed south which reminded me 
that I was now in landfill territory. In 
the summer months, with car win-
dows down, there is no way to escape 
the fact that we have been the deposi-
tory of the state’s garbage for many 

years now. We lost a lovely part of the 
town when that deal was signed so 
many years ago. After taking the Plain-
field exit, I once again witnessed a 
changing landscape. Homes, yards, 
and trees were gone. Large pieces of 
machinery were chewing up the land 
in preparation for what was to come 
next. Much to my disappointment, I 
learned that more storage facilities will 
now adorn Plainfield Pike. A short ride 
up the Pike reveals more of this un-
pleasant transformation.

As I began to head home, I thought 
about taking a different route to avoid 
the cringeworthy sights I had seen that 
day. Sadly, I realized that most of John-
ston was, unfortunately, “under con-
struction.” I realized that so much of 
the town I once knew and loved was 
gone. I realized that development was 
out of control. I realized that there was 
a lack of planning. I realized that there 
is little to no appreciation for what 
made Johnston an attractive place to 
call home. I realized that we now have 
very little land left to protect.

I am thankful that the Mathewson 
Estate continues to grace Greenville 
Avenue just as it did so many years 
ago. I am thankful that the historic 
Dame farm has been saved for our fu-
ture generations. I am thankful that 
DiMeo Farm still has people working 
the land. I am thankful that I can still 
see cows grazing at Heywood Farm. I 
am thankful for the charm and tran-
quility I find when I detour through 
Winsor Avenue and Hopkins Avenue 
and Pine Hill Road. Unfortunately, 
even these areas are now under attack 
by solar companies wishing to destroy 
forests and animal habitats by placing 

solar panels in quiet residential areas.
I am pleading with our leaders to 

slow down, and take the time to assess 
the state of our town. What is the vi-
sion we have for our future? Will we 
simply become another over devel-
oped, cringe worthy town that people 
will simply drive through to go south 
or north, or can we work at creating a 
balance between beneficial develop-
ment and the quality of life desired by 
our residents? What is happening in 
the Land Trust building that sits idle 
on Greenville Avenue?

Let me conclude my thoughts by 
sharing an amazing experience I re-
cently had. While traveling past the 
Mathewson pasture I looked for deer, 
as I always do. Sadly, they are not seen 
grazing there as often as they used to. 
As I passed the intersection and made 
my way home, to my amazement, I 
saw several deer frantically running 
down Greenville Avenue. My excite-
ment turned to fear when I realized 
what could happen to these beautiful 
creatures. Fortunately, they made their 
way down the street and safely crossed 
the road into my yard. I was not able to 
see what direction they headed, but I 
wondered where they would ulti-
mately find shelter from the busy 
roads and developed neighborhoods. I 
worried all night about them. Their 
frantic and frenzied run down a heav-
ily traveled street symbolizes the direc-
tion we are headed in this town. We 
are running out of time. We are run-
ning out of land.

Harriet Sukaskas
Greenville Avenue

Johnston

‘Is Johnston becoming cringe-worthy?’

It’s called progress, with more large busi-
nesses moving to Johnston the banks rec-
ognize the amount of new employees who 
will have banking needs. I welcome the 
business people who make a commitment 
to our great town.

Arnie Vecchione
Johnston

Don’t be so down on another bank
I am heartbroken. I bowled there when I 

was 7 years old. I am almost 60 now. I 
lived in Johnston all my life and have 
gone to hundreds of birthday parties 
there. It truly is a shame to see it go.

Michelle Ricci
Johnston

‘Hundreds of birthday parties there’
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Easter Bunny
The Easter Bunny is coming to town!
From 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. the Easter 

Bunny will visit the Johnston Senior Center, 
1291 Hartford Ave., Johnston.

The event, hosted by the Johnston Recre-
ation Department, will feature pastries and 
refreshments with the Easter Bunny. Orga-
nizers urge attendees to bring a camera, 
and put out a special thanks to Citizens 
Bank.

For more information, go to johnstonrec.
com.

Fishing Derby
The Johnston Recreation Department 

will host the 2023 Fishing Derby, for ages 
4-12, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 22. 

The derby will offer rewards for individ-
ual achievements in the derby. The derby is 
free to enter. 

“Please remember this derby is meant for 
the kids,” reminded derby organizers. 
“Please let the kids do all the fishing. You 
can help cast and release the fish if neces-
sary. Most of all, have fun!”

Organizers say that participants can ar-
rive anytime between 9 a.m. and noon. 
They put out a special thanks to The John-
ston Community Center  Association and 
Rhode Island Department of Environmen-
tal Management (DEM).

For more information, go to johnstonrec.
com.

Youth Track & Field
It’s time to register for Johnston Youth 

Track & Field.
The Johnston Recreation Department is 

also looking for volunteer coaches and 
sponsors. Register your child and get in-
volved in the community. 

Anyone interested in signing up can stop 
by the Johnston Recreation Office from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The program costs $65 per individual, 
and $40 for each additional sibling. Checks 
and money orders are accepted (checks 
should be made payable to JYSA). The pro-
gram is available to boys and girls currently 
in grades 1-8. For more information (in-
cluding schedules, registration forms, and 
more) go to johnstonrec.com. 

The season will run from Thursday, April 
27 through Thursday, June 15.

Amenity Aid Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers that would 

like to help us plan and staff community 
events, organize hygiene product collection 
drives and raise funds for Amenity Aid. If 
you are interested in doing any of the above 
or would like to be a member of our Com-
munity Outreach Committee, please con-
tact Stacey Silva, Community Outreach 
Chair at Stacey@AmenityAid.org.

Amenity Aid’s mission is to improve the 
health and wellbeing of vulnerable popula-
tions by creating access to essential hygiene 
products. Serving all of Rhode Island, we 
distribute toiletry necessities to those most 
vulnerable through our network of direct 
service agencies.

AARP Day Trips
Lobster Bake & Foxwood Trip at Cap’n 

Jack’s & Foxwoods Casino, Tuesday, April 
18. Bus pickup from the Exit 19 Park & Ride 
on Hopkins Hill Road at 10 a.m, return time 

is approximately 6 p.m. Cost is $119/per-
son. For more information call Maureen at 
828-5188. Final payment is due by Thurs-
day, April 6.

Bronx Zoo Trip, Tuesday, May 16. Bus 
pickup from the Exit 19 Park & Ride on 
Hopkins Hill Road at 7 a.m., return time is 
approximately 8:30 p.m. Cost is $114/per-
son. For more information call Maureen at 
828-5188. Final payment is due by Tuesday, 
April 18.

Essex Steam Train & Riverboat Trip for 
Thursday, June 22. Bus pickup from Exit 19 
Park & Ride on Hopkins Hill Road at 9 
a.m., return time is approximately 5 p.m. 
Cost is $119/person. For more information 
call Maureen at 828-5188. Final payment is 
due by Thursday, May 25.

More at Mohr Library
On Thursdays at 3 p.m., the library will 

host Beginner’s How to Draw classes for 
Adults.

Art-Smart classes for ages 5 to 8 and for 8 
to 12 may be full, but please let the library 
know if you are interested in these classes 
in case they can make more spots available.

Yoga is now open to all ages. The class is 
sponsored by Tri-County HEZ, and taught 
by a certified professional and is free. The 
yoga classes will be held at 2 p.m. on Mon-
days.

For High School Students, the library will 
host a Yoga class, sponsored by Tri-County 
HEZ, at 2 p.m. on Mondays.

West Bay RI is providing beginning 
American Sign Language classes at Mohr 
Library. Sign language classes were can-
celled for March 22 but have resumed. 
They will be held at 1 p.m. each second, 
third, fourth and fifth Wednesday (all 
Wednesdays except the first Wednesdays of 
the month). The instructor will cover let-
ters, numbers and simple phrases. All are 
welcome to this free class.

Mohr Library will participate in this 
year’s “Read Across Rhode Island” pro-
gramming to read and discuss “True Biz,” a 
bestselling book which the publisher calls 
“an unforgettable journey into the Deaf 
community and a universal celebration of 
human connection.” Upcoming dates are to 
be decided. Let the library know of your 
interest and request the book soon!

The library will host a 3-part book discus-
sion of Prince Harry’s popular memoir, 
“Spare,” on Thursday nights at 6:30 p.m., 
on April 6th, 13th and 27th.

Regular story time for preschoolers will 
be offered later in March, at 10:30 a.m. on 
Wednesdays. Contact the library for more 
information.

There are afterschool activities nearly 
every day, including varied programs for 
middle and high-school age kids and crafts 
for younger kids.

For adults, the crochet group continues 
to meet Fridays at 10 a.m.

The Library is located at 1 Memorial Ave. 
in Johnston.  Call 401-231-4980, email info@
mohrlibrary.org, or visit their website at 
mohrlibrary.org.

Steps for Vets
Operation Stand Down Rhode Island 

will help host the Steps for Vets Walk-a-
Thon in Warwick.

Join them for a walk full of fun, food 
trucks and music to support our local 
homeless veterans and their families from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 15 (rain 
date April 22).

Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. at the 

Warwick City Park Beachfront. All are in-
vited to attend. Walkers can register at os-
dri.charityproud.org/EventRegistration. 
Register by March 23 to secure a T-shirt.

Reach out to beley@friars.providence.
edu with any questions. The cost is $25 per 
person, and includes drinks/snacks and a 
T-shirt. Children under 10 are free.

St. Francis Xavier 
Academy Scholarship Applications

The St. Francis Xavier Academy Alum-
nae Association is accepting scholarship 
applications from Jan. 1, until July 31.

Forms are available on their two Face-
book pages, by mail at SXA. P.O. Box 20452, 
Cranston, 02920, or contact a board mem-
ber.

Coed Middle School Volleyball
Johnston students currently in sixth, sev-

enth and eighth grade are eligible to play 
Coed Middle School Volleyball in this 
year’s spring season. Students can register 
now. Space is limited. The fee is $70 per in-
dividual ($35 for each additional sibling). 
Checks and money orders should be made 
payable to JYSA. (Refunds will not be is-
sued without a doctor’s note and are sub-
ject to a partial refund.)

The dates for 12 sessions of volleyball: 
April 3, 5, 17, 18, 24, 25, 26, and May 4, 5, 8, 
9, 10 (from 2:15-3:45 p.m. at the Johnston 
Indoor Recreation Center). 

Students can register at the Johnston Rec-
reation Office, 1583 Hartford Ave., John-
ston, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. For more informa-
tion call 401-272-3460 or email johnstonrec.
com.

JRTC Fundraiser
The Johnston Republican Town Commit-

tee (JRTC) will hold a fundraiser at 6 p.m. 
on Sunday, May 7, at the Kelley Gazzerro 
VFW Post 2812, 1418 Plainfield Pike, Cran-
ston. 

“Join us for laughs, silent auction, cash 
bar and a good time,” according to the 
JRTC. “Please bring your own food/
snacks.”

Tickets must be purchased online in ad-
vance ($35 each). Silent auction winners 
must pay with a credit card. Tickets are 
non-refundable. The show is for adults 18 
and over. For more information email info@
johnstonri.gop.

Johnston Senior Center highlights
The Johnston Senior Center is better than 

ever. Offering more exercise programs and 
trips every week; Hi Lo Jack, Monday & 
Wednesday and Poker on Wednesday. Arts 
& Crafts, on Monday, Mar Jong on Thurs-
day & Quilting on Wednesday, Tia Chi on 
Tuesday. The Senior Center also has a book 
Club the last Tuesday once a month.

There is no charge for Senior Center ac-
tivities. They offer Bingo on Thursday and 
Friday. Lunch is served daily at 12 p.m. 
(with a suggested donation of $3).

A Social worker/Medicare Counselor is 
also provided 5 days a week. Contact Mad-
eline Ravenelle at 944-3343.

Feel free to come in for a tour of the facil-
ity at 1291 Hartford Ave.

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund
The Johnston High School Class of 1971 

is raising donations for The Soul of ‘71 
Scholarship Fund at the Rhode Island 
Foundation. A generous donor has offered 
a $4,000 challenge! The donor will match all 
gifts to the Fund up to a total of $4,000. The 

Class of 1971 initiated the fund on the occa-
sion of its 50th reunion in 2021. Each year a 
scholarship will be awarded to a Johnston 
High School Senior planning to attend a 
college, university, trade or technical school. 
Donations are tax according to your filing 
status.   To donate, go to the following web-
site: www.rifoundation.org/funds/soul-
of-1971-scholarship-fund.

NAMI-RI: Registration open for  
Family-to Family course

The Rhode Island chapter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness is now accepting 
registration for our next virtual Family-to-
Family course which begins Thursday, Feb. 
2, 2023. This is a free, 8-session educational 
program for families, significant others and 
friends of people with mental health condi-
tions. It is a designated evidenced-based 
program, which means that research shows 
that the program significantly improves the 
coping and problem-solving abilities of the 
people closest to a person with a mental 
health condition. NAMI-Rhode Island’s 
Family-to-Family course is taught by 
trained family members who have lived 
experience with a loved one, and includes 
presentations, discussions and interactive 
exercises. For more information on the 
Family-to-Family curriculum and registra-
tion requirements, visit namirhodeisland.
org or call 401-331-3060 or email beth@
namirhodeisland.org.

Explore the ‘Woony’
You can “Join the Woony Team!” 
“Please donate to the Woonasquatucket 

River Watershed Council to help us con-
tinue to restore the Woonasquatucket River 
and Greenway,” the organization asks. 
“Your donations also provide cultural, edu-
cational, and recreational opportunities for 
youth, adults, and families. Thank you!”

Pre-registration is required for Woony 
hikes. The Explore the Woonasquatucket 
Recreation Series is made possible with 
support from REI Co-op.

More hikes have been planned for future 
dates: 

Hike Connors Farm Conservation Area 
at 10 a.m., Saturday, April 1. Located in 
Smithfield, Connors Farm is a 2.9 mile loop 
trail that passes by cranberry bogs, small 
brooks and ponds and features a picnic ar-
ea at the top of a look-out spot. It’s a beauti-
ful rocky terrain, with ups and downs — 
there will be some uphill traversing on 
rocks.

For more details and to register, visit 
WRWC.ORG/EVENTS.

Neighborhood Watch
The 2022 season of Johnston’s Neighbor-

hood Watch has officially kicked off. This 
Neighborhood Watch brings together resi-
dents who want to make their neighbor-
hood safer by working together with mem-
bers of the police department. The program 
pairs residents with Johnston Police officers 
in an effort to open up communication, 
meet other neighbors and create partner-
ships that help build community resiliency. 

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to ro-
rys@rhodybeat.com. Photos in jpg format 
are accepted and news can include commu-
nity events, promotions, academic news 
and nonprofit events. Email today and see 
your news in our column in the Johnston 
Sun Rise. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number in case we require any fur-
ther information.
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By RORY SCHULER

Their big toes didn’t 
go first. There was 
no timid, slow-
halux-dip temper-
ature taking. 

Johnston’s  panthers 
plunged into the icy water, 
bobbing to the surface with 
more than $6,000 raised for 
the Special Olympics and 
Unified Sports.

“The air was cold but the 
teams were full of energy 
and excited to take the 
plunge,” said Johnston Pub-
lic Schools Director of Spe-
cial Services Edda Carmad-
ello. “Over 100 students, 
families, staff, administra-
tors, and community mem-
bers joined the Ferri Middle 
School and Johnston High 
School teams on Saturday.”

Together, on Saturday, 
March 25, the middle and 
high school teams raised a 
significant chunk of cash to 
help support Unified Special 
Olympics Champion Schools 
during the annual Special 
Olympics Polar Plunge at 
Roger Wheeler Beach in Nar-
ragansett.

Johnston’s coaches, teach-
ers, staff and students col-
lectively held their breaths 
and braved southern Rhode 
Island’s icy waters, raising 
money to support district-
wide programs of inclusion.

Donna Vendetti, a Ferri 
Middle School special edu-
cator and Savannah Bissitt, a 
Johnston High School spe-
cial educator, assisted with 
the organization and rally-
ing of team members, ac-
cording to Carmadello. And 
the High School girls basket-
ball team showed up in 
force, and raised more than 
$750 for the cause.

“Leading the charge into 
the water was the JHS girls 
basketball team,” said John-
ston Senior High School As-
sistant Principal Matt Veli-
no.

“Between both schools, 
the district raised over 
$6,000 for the Special Olym-
pics and Unified Sports,” 
Velino explained. “Over 50 
staff members and students 
braved the cold and took the 
plunge … Some of the staff 
members that went in the 
water were Mr. Freddie 
Skipworth, Mr. Jordan Muss-
er, Mr. Jay Areson, Mrs. 
Amanda Areson, and Mrs. 
Sandy Nardolillo.”

The celebration continued 
Wednesday, as Brown Ave-
nue Elementary School 
planned to host their second 
annual Pay to Pour event. 
The Sarah Dyer Barnes Ele-
mentary school also plans to 
host its inaugural Pay to 
Pour event soon (the date 
has yet to be determined). 
Students collected donations 
for Special Olympics RI, and 
on the designated “Pay to 
Pour” day, they receive a 
cup of ice water to pour over 
faculty/staff volunteers of 
their choosing.

“There were so many 
teachers who participated in 
the plunge,” Carmadello 
said. “I would hate to leave 
anyone out.”

Organizers delivered a gi-
ant blanket “thank you” to 
those who have continually 
supported the district’s Uni-
fied Special Olympics Cham-
pion Schools program — es-
pecially Saturday’s plunging 
panthers who stood on the 
beach shivering.

Panthers take icy plunge for Special Olympics
BLANKET THANK YOU: 
Bobbi-Sue Trahan holds 
Kaylee Ponte following 
Saturday’s Special 
Olympics Polar Plunge at 
Roger Wheeler Beach in 
Narragansett. (Photo 
courtesy Edda Carmadello)

HOOPS AND HOPES: The JSHS girls' basketball created its own team — shown here, from left to right, Riley Guenette, Aubree Allen, Steph 
Bruno, Officer Lou Cotoia, Ava Waternam, Hannah Lavergne — and raised over 750.00 for Special Olympics. (Photo courtesy Edda Carmadello)
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4.50% 
APY

Soaring Savings

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effec�ve as of 03/20/2023 and subject to change 
therea�er. $60,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle 
period to earn interest.  Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce 
earnings.

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI 

02903

 NEW LOCATIONS!

Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax Credit 
(ITC) with PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery 
storage system. PWRcell will help you save money on your 
electric bill and be prepared for utility power outages. Plus 
it’s compatible with most existing solar arrays.

Now’s the
Right Time

^Consult your tax or legal professional for information 
regarding eligibility requirements for tax credits.

Solar panels sold separately.

Purchase a PWRcell and Receive 
a Free Ecobee Smart Thermostat 
Enhanced – valued at over $189!*

*Scan the QR code for 
promo terms and conditions.

SAVE 
30% 

WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!
(833) 779-2532
Call to request a free quote!
(833) 779-2532

HOOPS AND HOPES: The JSHS girls' basketball created its own team and raised over 750.00 for Special 
Olympics. (Photo courtesy Edda Carmadello)

SHIVERING PANTHER: Zachary Leach was one of the more than 100 students, 
faculty and family members who braved the icy waters off Roger Wheeler Beach in 
Narragansett for last Saturday’s Special Olympics Polar Plunge. (Photo courtesy 
Edda Carmadello)
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Johnston Police log
DUI 

Around 7:44 p.m., Feb. 21, Warwick 
Police backed up a fellow officer on a 
traffic stop at 555 Jefferson Boulevard. 

Warwick Police Officer Derek J. 
Hagopian spotted an older model red 
Ford Ranger pickup truck stopped in 
the driveway of a business at the ad-
dress. 

“The front half of the pickup truck 
was pulled into the driveway,” Hago-
pian wrote. “The rear half was protrud-
ing into the roadway, completely block-
ing the right lane of travel on Jefferson 
Blvd. southbound.”

Warwick Police identified the driver 
of a vehicle on the scene as Stephen M. 
Graziano, 58, of 6 Patricia Drive, John-
ston. Police were only able to ID the 
driver via a previous booking photo for 
an arrest on Dec. 9, 2021, since Graziano 
did not have a driver’s license.

“I immediately noted Graziano to 
have bloodshot/watery eyes, and I de-
tected a strong odor of an alcoholic 
beverage emanating from his breath as 
he spoke,” Warwick Police Officer Rob-
ert S. Macera wrote in the arrest report. 
“As Graziano engaged in conversation 
with me, I noted him to have a slurred 
speech.”

Police asked Graziano to submit to a 
series of standardized field sobriety 

tests. Following the tests, Graziano was 
arrested and transported to Warwick 
Police Headquarters. 

Police asked Graziano to consent to a 
chemical test, but he told police he 
would not be signing anything without 
a lawyer. After checking Graziano’s 
criminal history, police charged him 
with DUI of Liquor (BAC unknown, 
first offense), Driving with Expired Li-
cense or Without License (fourth of-
fense), Refusal to Submit to a Chemical 
Test (first offense), Operating a Motor 
Vehicle with Cancelled Registration, 
Stopping on Traveled Portion of Open 
Highway, Parking or Stopping Prohib-
ited (Public or Private Driveway) and 
No Insurance (first offense). 

Graziano told police he had no sober 
adult to come pick him up, so he was 
transported to Kent County Memorial 
Hospital.

LICENSE VIOLATION
Around 6 p.m., March 24, Johnston 

Patrolman Derrick Palazzo was moni-
toring a fixed position at the intersec-
tion of Downing Drive and Morgan 
Avenue, when he spotted a white Acura 
TSX travel through a stop sign.

He initiated a traffic stop and identi-
fied the driver as Elvis J. Lopez, of 107 
Walnut St., Second Floor, Johnston. Lo-

pez received a traffic citation for Obedi-
ence to Stop Signs, but a background 
check revealed Lopez “has been sum-
moned three other times for operating 
on a suspended license,” according to 
the arrest report.

Lopez was taken into custody for 
Driving with a Suspended License 
(fourth offense) and transported to 
headquarters. He was processed and 
later released. 

SHOPLIFTING
Johnston police arrested a pair of 

shoplifters accused of pilfering fresh 
fish after a grocery store scuffle. One 
alleged shoplifter fled into the woods 
before police arrived.

Around 3 p.m., March 26, Johnston 
Police responded to a grocery store in 
town where a shoplifting incident had 
escalated into a fight (police redacted 
the name of the store in the publicly 
available report).

Store security told police that “a fe-
male shoplifter, whom he had just con-
fronted, had fled on foot towards the 
southeast corner of the property, and 
into the wooded area behind the busi-
ness.

Store employees also directed police 
to a burgundy colored vehicle with 
New Hampshire plates parked in the 

south side of the parking lot, occupied 
by an “unknown female.”

The car was registered to Christine 
Linda Hebert, of 57 Webster Ave., Prov-
idence. The woman inside the car, how-
ever, was identified as Stacie Gentile, of 
200 King St., Apt. 10, Boscawen, New 
Hampshire.

Gentile told police that Hebert was 
the woman who fled into the woods. 

Store security told police that the two 
women had been “sitting inside a vehi-
cle together, acting suspicious,” and 
one of them was spotted “picking up 
several receipts off the ground,” accord-
ing to the arrest report.

The pair then entered the store to-
gether.

Video surveillance allegedly shows 
Gentile “concealing fish ordered from 
the seafood department in her coat.” 
Hebert allegedly took items from the 
shelves and put them in her purse.

Both passed all points of sale without 
attempting to pay for the merchandise, 
according to police.

A store employee ran after Hebert, 
and “a minor physical struggle ensued 
when he grabbed her by her purse,” 
Johnston Patrolman Matthew V.  
Leveillee wrote in the arrest report. 
“This resulted in both he and  

POLICE - PAGE 12■
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Become a Published Author with  
Dorrance. We want to read your book!
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance has 

made countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 
Complete Book  

Publishing Services
FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made 
up of writers, just 
like you. We are 

dedicated to  
making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide

888-459-3344
or  www.dorranceinfo.com/beacomm

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 403-0193

YOU QUALIFY  for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

A Pawtucket man has been arrested on 
163 weapon and drug charges.

On Wednesday afternoon, Rhode Is-
land State Police (RISP) announced that 
its HIDTA (High Intensity Drug Traffick-
ing Area) Task Force arrested Ferdinan-
do Lombardi, 56, of 174 Windmill St., 
Second Floor, Pawtucket on weapons 
and drug charges following “an exten-
sive investigation.”

The sting yielded “more than 20 com-
plete ghost guns and other weapons, in-
cluding large capacity feeding devices,” 
according to a RISP press release. 

“Any day we can take this many ille-
gal weapons off the street is a great day 
for public safety in Rhode Island,” said 
RISP Col. Darnell S. Weaver, Superinten-
dent of the Rhode Island State Police and 
Director of the Department of Public 
Safety. “I am thankful for the hard work 
of our detectives and grateful for the col-
laboration we enjoy with the other law 
enforcement agencies that work on our 
HIDTA task force.” 

The HIDTA Task Force started its in-
vestigation into Lombardi and devel-
oped “information that this individual 
may also be in possession of privately 
made firearms, otherwise known as 
‘ghost guns,’” according to state police.

The task force executed a search war-

rant at Lombardi’s Pawtucket residence 
on Tuesday, March 28. Police seized 
“more than 20 ghost guns, 5 other illegal 
firearms, ghost gun parts, 30 grams of 
fentanyl, 12 grams of cocaine, drug sales 
paraphernalia and $7,621.”

Lombardi was charged with Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance with In-
tent to Deliver (for cocaine and fentanyl). 
He also faces the following weapons 
charges: Possession of a Firearm by Cer-
tain Persons Prohibited (43 Counts); Pos-
session of a Firearm When Committing a 
Controlled Substance Violation (43 
Counts); Large Capacity Feeding 
Device(s) Prohibited (38 Counts); and 
Possession of a Ghost Gun (39 counts).

Lombardi was arrested on Tuesday, 
March 28, and arraigned at the Lincoln 
Woods Barracks by a Justice of Peace and 
held without bail at the Adult Correc-
tional Institution (ACI). He was expected 
to be arraigned at 6th Division District 
Court on Wednesday.

The HIDTA Task Force is comprised of 
members from the RISP, DEA Providence 
District Office, the Rhode Island Nation-
al Guard Counterdrug Program, and 
municipal police departments from 
Providence, North Providence, Lincoln, 
Middletown, Bristol and Narragansett.

By RORY SCHULER

The Rhode Island State Fusion center received reports Monday morning from 14 
“municipal police departments regarding hoax phone calls alleging that a school 
shooting had occurred,” according to a press release from Rhode Island State Police 
(RISP).

State Police report the caller delivered “a similar message” to “at least 14 different 
municipalities” across the Ocean State.

“This kind of hoax is called ‘swatting’ and is meant to generate a large-scale police 
response, but the Fusion Center identified this as a hoax very quickly,” said RISP Lt. 
Col. Robert Creamer. “Swatting hoaxes frequently originate from outside of the local 
area, but we take every threat seriously and want to assure the public that our 
schools are secure.”

Monday’s calls were received from the same phone number and the same person, 
according to RISP. 

“All municipal police departments responded and cleared the affected schools,” 
RISP announced. “All were deemed safe.”

Johnston schools did not receive “swatting” threats on Monday. 
“We have not received any of these threats in Johnston,” according to Johnston 

Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo Jr. “I am aware of the districts that have received 
them as we received the email from the State Fusion Center. We will always take any 
threat seriously and respond with our safety protocol by locking down the building 
and notifying law enforcement as well as keeping parents updated when such a situ-
ation occurs.”

That same day, six people —three children and three adults — were killed in a 
mass shooting at a school in Nashville, Tennessee. The shooter was shot and killed 
by Metro Nashville Police.

RISP investigate school ‘swatting’ 
hoax phone calls in 14 RI towns

Task Force seizes 20 ghost guns

Mrs. Hebert falling to the 
ground, her dropping her 
purse and the contents be-
ing strewn onto the floor. 
He followed outside as 
she ran into the wooded 
area behind the store.”

Store security provided 
police with photographs 
of the suspects. Police said 
they later discovered the 
“two had made several 
trips in and out of the 
store, and the exact 
amount of product taken 
is unknown.”

Gentile was arrested 
and charged with Shop-
lifting and Conspiracy, 

both misdemeanors.
A background check re-

vealed a “No-Extradition 
(Instate Pickup Only) 
warrant” out of the Laco-
nia New Hampshire Sher-
iff’s Office, for Operating 
a Motor Vehicle After Be-
ing Deemed Habitual and 
Possession of Metham-
phetamines, according to 
Johnston Police. 

The vehicle was 
searched, and police dis-
covered the stolen fish in 
the back seat. They also 
found ID and possessions 
belonging to Hebert. 

“Procedural checks for 
Mrs. Hebert revealed sev-
eral aliases and former 
names,” Leveillee wrote.

Police called for a tow 

truck, which arrived on 
the scene. As they started 
to tow the vehicle, Hebert 
emerged from the woods 
and ran toward the vehi-
cle. 

“I intercepted her and 
she was taken into custo-
dy without incident,” 
Leveillee wrote. 

Hebert was arrested 
and charged with Shop-
lifting and Conspiracy. 

The pair was held for 
arraignment. Both Hebert 
and Gentile were ar-
raigned and released on 
$2,000 personal recogni-
zance, with Third District 
Court summons to appear 
on April 14. 

� Police
(Continued from page 11)

SEIZED BY POLICE: Police 
seized “more than 20 ghost guns, 
5 other illegal firearms, ghost gun 
parts, 30 grams of fentanyl, 12 
grams of cocaine, drug sales 
paraphernalia and $7,621,” fol-
lowing the search of a Pawtucket 
home on Tuesday. (Photo cour-
tesy RISP)
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Comedy shows available for any occasion!

UPCOMING COMEDY SHOWS! 
For info/reservations call 401-639-7726!
4/29: Event Factory-144 Metro Center Blvd, Warwick, RI 

(BEAUTIFUL NEW VENUE!)
Laughs & Music Comedy Show! Featuring a hilarious comedy show 

along with musical duo G and Meg! 7pm showtime. $20pp

5/6: Iconic Restaurant at the Kelley Gazzero Post 
1418 Plainfi eld Pike Cranston RI 

Laughs & Music Dinner-Comedy Show! Enjoy a fabulous Italian buffet! 
Singing great Lady D will perform during dinner! Fantastic comedy line-up 

featuring: Chris Tabb, Bill Simas, Joe Hebert, John Perrotta, & more! 
$55pp includes buffet, show, tax & tip

CHECK OUT OUR SCHEDULE OF SHOWS AT 
comedyfactoryri.com

Bread • Milk • Soda • Eggs • Groceries
Cigarettes  • Lottery • Play Keno

ConvenienCe
Plus

smoke shoP

Now opeN
at

1243 Atwood Ave. • Johnston
Formerly at 1501 Atwood Ave., Johnston

Let Kamco take care of your 
clutter or unwanted items

Call for a quote

www.kamcojunkremoval.com

Are you in need 
of Junk removal?

INSIDE OR OUTSIDE

(401) 442-2562

Also offering demolition prep work for 
kitchen & bathroom remodeling and home improvement

KAMCO 
JUNK REMOVAL

Paving
Seal Coating
Line Striping

Asphalt Repair
Residential & Commercial

401-640-6799
actionasphaltservice@gmail.com
www.actionasphaltservices.com

A Full In-House Design Installation & Service Company
RI Reg. #1561

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Mutual HVAC 
Service & Installation

Want Comfort?

The Feeling is “Mutual!”

Call 401-351-3900

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations • Complete Electrical Services

• Service Contracts Available •
We Provide Complete Air Conditioning, Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL Service & Installation COMMERCIAL
Keeping you comfortable since 1934!

WE
CONVERTOIL TO

GAS

By PETE FONTAINE

The students at Winsor Hill Elementary 
School are learning their ABC’s as well as 
the impressive Wizard Way Pledge.

It’s all part of a unique program that 
resulted after Principal Kelly Montalbano 

and Health/Physical Education Teacher Susan 
Parillo had a meeting about recognizing students 
who are role models at the Johnston school.

Likewise, Montalbano and Parillo collaborated 
with School Counselor Beth Moretti and Behavior 
Specialist Brianna Bielecki — and the “Wizard Way” 
was born.

“The Wizard Way is a program designed to teach 
students about their character and actions,” Parillo 
said. “The Wizard Way is our guiding principle at 
Winsor Hill School. Every day, students are remind-
ed by teachers, staff and peers the importance of 
being kind, being safe, being responsible and being 
respectful.”

To which Moretti added: “Those are the four 
qualities that we aspire all students to embrace in 
their daily lives. The program also connects to the 
Be Your Best Self program here at Winsor Hill.”

Students begin each morning taking the Wiz Kid 
Pledge.

That pledge reads like this: “As a member of the 
Winsor Hill family, I pledge to live the Wizard Way, 
every day, being kind, being safe, being respectful, 
being responsible. I choose to be a Wiz Kid by being 
my best self.”

All Winsor Hill students receive a “Be A Wiz Kid” 
T-shirt to wear on Wizard Wednesdays, and they 
can also be nominated by their teachers and school 
staff for going above and beyond, along with exhib-
iting the qualities of being a Wiz Kid.

There’s also an “I Am A Wiz Kid Award” that 
Parillo explained, “recognizes those students who 
demonstrate leadership and character through em-
bodying those core Wizard Way Values as a student 
in the school and community.”

Although groups of students were recognized 
earlier this year, they were officially awarded their 
certificates and special shirts at a recent assembly 
held in the school gymnasium filled with cheers. 
The event included Wiz Kids Kyla Cook, Jordan 
Baccaire, Ella Waters and Sophia Ardito, who were 
recognized for organizing a school and community 
animal shelter donation drive, while Ryleigh Cole 
was honored for her generous donations of art sup-
plies to a local school.

Hannah Henderson, who Parillo said is the 
school’s latest Wiz Kid, was recognized for packing 
bags for the homeless along with her family.

There’s also another side to the Wiz Kids Program 
that involves teachers, staff and administration re-
warding students who are demonstrating those core 
educational values through the school day with a 
ticket, or tickets, they can use to redeem prizes in 
the Wiz Kids Store, which is only open the last Fri-
day of the month.

“It’s fun!” Moretti said with excitement ringing in 
her voice. “There are prizes anywhere from one 
ticket for an eraser or pencil and up to 20 to 30 tick-
ets that could result in ‘Lunch with the Principal.’”

The program is all part of Winsor Hill’s PBIS 
(Positive Behavioral Intervention and Support) pro-
gram that focuses on being kind, being safe, being 
respectful and being responsible — and most of all 
— being a good “Wiz Kid.”

Wiz Kids follow  
Winsor Hill’s Wizard Way

SUPER SIX: Winsor Hill 
School students Hannah 
Henderson and Ella Waters 
(front) and Ryleigh Cole, Kyla 
Cook, Jordan Baccaire and 
Sophia Ardito (top), are 
decked out in special shirts 
and hold their Wiz Kids 
awards during a recent as-
sembly. (Submitted photo)



Johnston Sun Rise14 Thursday, March 30, 2023

paid advertisement

LocaL business
Spotlight

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available ★Lowest $ In Town★

New
State-of-the-Art

Equipment —
Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

By Jennifer Coates

When a family-owned business has grown from its original 
site to three locations in three major cities in less than ten 
years, you can safely assume that this business is doing 
something right, something that brings customers back time 
and time again.

This is the success story of Broadway Tire & Auto Repair, a 
repair shop which first opened its doors nearly eight decades 
ago. The Hallenbeck family purchased this long-standing 
business in 2014, retaining its brand name and pouring all 
the time, expertise, experience, and energy they had into it to 
make it the well-established business it remains to this day. 
At that time, Broadway Tire existed only at its 588 Broadway 
location in Pawtucket. Some years later, the second repair 
shop was opened in Warwick, and today, the Hallenbecks 
proudly announce that they have expanded yet again!

The residents of Johnston officially welcomed Broadway 
Tire & Auto Repair to their cityin 2022!

The reputation of Broadway Tire has grown over time 
largely because of this promise: “Our goal is to become the 
premier tire and auto repair facility in the state with state-
of-the-art facilities. We are dedicated to giving you the very 
best auto repair and tire service, with a focus on upfront and 
honest quotes, timely responses to issues, and quality parts 
and products.” These guiding principles are what have kept 
this business growing and prospering.

The success of all three Broadway Tires begins with 
their technicians, all of whom were hand-selected for their 
skill, their talent, their commitment to their work and their 
trustworthiness. In addition to these key team members, the 
Broadway Tire “extended family” includes some employees 
who have been with the company for over 30 years, office 

manager Louise who has worked for Broadway Tire for 31 
years and Dale, another manager, who has been with them 
since 1978. Their collective knowledge has contributed 
greatly to the longevity of a family-run company that has 
endured the test of time.

Today, Broadway Tire & Auto Repair is a one-stop 
destination for all your auto repair work, from tire rotations and 
installations to oil changes, brake repairs, wheel alignments, 
batteries, heating and A/C, belts & hoses, air filters ~ the list 
goes on and on. If you need a basic tune-up or to purchase 
new tires, you are all set! Vehicles of every make and model 

are serviced here.
Broadway Tire & Auto Repair is the former home of Midas 

Brakes on 1307 Hartford Avenue. To learn more, to get 
a quote, to check out their inventory of tires, to get helpful 
car care tips, and to schedule an appointment, visit them at 
their informative website www.broadwaytireri.com. Call them 
at 401-450-0122. Hours are 7:30am ~ 5:00pm, Monday – 
Friday; 7:30am ~ 1:00pm on Saturdays.

If you live in Pawtucket, you can find them at 588 Broadway 
(401-725-3535) or if you live in Warwick, visit them at 1184 
Warwick Avenue (401-884-2211).

Broadway Tire & Auto Repair
For all your automotive needs this spring, and every season

the city of Johnston is proud to feature Broadway tire & auto repair, the third installation of this 
growing family-run business! Give them a call today at 401-725-3535 for all your tire and auto 
repair needs.

Be part of the 
Spotlight on BuSineSS 
and get the word out 
with your ad, a feature 
story and photo...

Get the 
Word Out  

About Your 
Business!

10-week commitment
Story & photo printed once during 10-week run andfeatured on our website

Call today for details

401-732-3100

All 
for
just 

$44/week!

The Household HeroT
Bug and Pest 

Control 
Division

401-999-2715
thehouseholdhero999.com

All NaturalAll Natural

Also Offering 
Soft Washing

Chef Walters 
Innovative Food 

Tourism

...don’t get too busy making a living
that you forget to make a life

feedback@chefwalter.com
401.273.2652
Tours Calendar
www.flavorsandknowlegetours.com
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Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

A mouthguard protects your teeth, gums, 
tongue, and cheeks from trauma and injury. 
A mouthguard should be worn during contact 
sports and any athletic activity that puts your 
face at risk of injury. Mouthguards can also 
be worn at night to mitigate bruxism (tooth 
grinding). There are different options for 
mouthguards. Your dentist can make a mold 
of your teeth to create a custom mouthguard, 
which will be more comfortable and offer better 
protection. A custom mold can be made for 
either sports protection or bruxism prevention. 
Boil-and-bite mouthguards are molded to the 
shape of your teeth at home by boiling the 
mouthguard to soften it and then shaping it to 
fit your teeth while it’s still warm and pliable.  

One of  our basic philosophies at DENTAL ARTS 
GROUP is that our patients must recognize the 
need to take charge of their oral health and do 
what is necessary to prevent, arrest, or control 
their own dental conditions. We’ll work together 
as a team with you to achieve the long-term 
benefits that quality dentistry affords. From 
recommendations about mouthguards to routine 
well visits to major dental reconstructions, we’ve 
got your dental needs covered. Treating both 
children and adults, our office is located at 1136 
Hartford Ave., Johnston.  You can reach us at 
401-521-3661. Most insurance plans accepted.

P.S. One size fits all mouthguards come ready 
to wear but rarely fit well and offer the least 
protection.

MOUTHGUARDS FOR ORAL PROTECTION

Johnston 
Sun Rise

Celebrity competitors
Terri Brophy – Greenwood Credit Union
Alicia Coppa – Amica Insurance
Michael Fratus – Warwick Health Equity Zone
Kayla Gagnon – Dean Bank and current mentor
Andrew Hogan – NextHome - Ocean State Realty Group
Caroline M. Johnson
Matt Kasenga - Amgen
Kassie Lindley
Jean Salera-Vieira 
Each “Star of Mentoring” has been paired with and  
taught by a fabulous dancer from The Dancing Feeling.

Friday, March 31, 2023
5:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Rhodes on the Pawtuxet

DIAMOND  
SPONSORS

For more information, go to www.mentorRI.org or call 401-732-7700. 
$100 per person. Reservations required.  

No tickets will be sold at the door.

DANCING with
the STARS the STARS the of

MENTORING

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

By PETE FONTAINE
 
Last week’s St. Jo-

seph’s Day Luncheon 
at the Johnston Senior 
Center drew crowd ea-
ger for Spring.

People were decked 
out in a variety of red 
garb and enjoyed the 
morning coffee and 
muffins, lunch, singing 
from students by John-
ston High School as 
well as a delicious des-
sert — the ever-popular 
and homemade Italian 
zeppole —donated by 
D. Palmieri’s Bakery of 
Killingly Street and The 
Original Italian Bakery 
on Atwood Avenue.

Retirees from the 
Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Corrections 
came especially to see 
their former co-worker, 
JSC Executive Director 
Richard J. DelFino Jr.

“If you’re a senior 
citizen this is THE 
place to be!” Said John-
ston Town Council-
woman Linda Folcarel-

li, who has attended 
recent JSC events.

Folcarelli, who repre-
sents District 1, and her 
sister Donna, who dou-
bles as secretary of the 
Rhode Island Italian-
American Club, en-
joyed the festivities 
that included the tal-
ented voices of the four 
JHS students and they 
were seated at a table 
with Robert DelFino, 
Joe DiNitto, Don Oliva 
and Peter Mancini.

In keeping with the 
JSC’s daily routine, 
valuable volunteers 
serve everything from 
water to lunch with un-
matched hospitality. 
Their efforts further en-
hanced the annual cel-
ebration.

“This is exactly what 
we want this place to 
be,” DelFino offered. 
“We want this to be a 
second home for all our 
senior citizens.”

DelFino, who has 
worn many hats in 
Johnston and around 

the state including 
serving as clerk of the 
town’s  Municipal 
Court, also issued a re-
minder and date of the 
second Blood Pressure 
Screening that’s a col-
laborative with the JSC 
and Johnston Fire De-
partment.

On Thursday, April 
13, members of the JFD 
will be back at the Cen-
ter beginning at 9:30 
a.m. and staying until 
12:30 p.m. offering free 
blood pressure screen-
ings, oxygen level test-
ing and a free emer-
gency card, courtesy of 
Local 1950, in case an 
urgent need arises.

“This is a free event,” 
DelFino emphasized. 
“It is our goal to col-
laborate with town en-
tities that will further 
benefit all our senior 
citizens.”

He explained that an-
other initiative in-
volves senior technolo-
gy assistance as well as 
programs at the Marian 

J. Mohr Memorial Li-
brary.

“We’ll be working 
with Verizon to educate 
seniors on phone tech-
nology as well as how 
to text, how to use the 
internet and arrange 
other services to assist 
seniors,” he went on. 
“Please call about our 
many programs; they 
range from lunch to 
trips and interesting 
programs. We welcome 
your call (401-944-3343) 
and becoming part of 
our JSC family.”

Johnston Senior Center hosts St. Joseph’s Day Luncheon 

RETIREES REUNION: Former Department of Corrections staffers Robert DelFino, Joe DiNitto, Don Oliva and 
Peter Mancini were on hand for last week’s JSC St. Joseph’s Day celebration along with Town Councilwoman 
Linda Folcarelli and her sister Donna. (Submitted photos)

By JARED LEE
Special to the Sun Rise

On Wednesday, April 5, Johnston 
High School’s Student Council will 
host its annual Easter Egg hunt.

This event serves as a wide-scale 
community engagement activity for 
students throughout the early spring 
season here at JHS.

During the personalization period, 
designed to engage students in differ-
ent activities to help enrich their expe-
rience, held on Wednesdays, students 
who paid to either attend or partici-
pate, will report to the football field. 

Once the start of the race is an-
nounced, students will go head-to-

head to get the most eggs, and win the 
biggest prizes. 

Easter eggs could include gift cards 
for popular services like Apple, Spo-
tify, and PlayStation. Other eggs could 
contain candies, and Easter baskets. 
Students could also go home with 
nothing in their eggs. This is one JHS 
event that you do not want to miss out 
on!

Editor’s Note: This JHS dispatch was 
written by Jared Lee, Sophomore Repre-
sentative serving on the Johnston High 
School Student Council. The Johnston 
Sun Rise regularly publishes stories sub-
mitted by members of the JHS Student 
Council.

Never too big to hunt eggs 

ADVERTISE TODAY!
To place your ad, please call

732-3100
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Sports

IGGYSRI.COM

885 OAKLAND BEACH AVE
WARWICK, RI 

book online at OpenTable 
or call 401-737-2895

Corsinetti cousins add to family legacy
Antonia, Anthony 
take home titles 
as seniors

By ALEX SPONSELLER

Corsinetti is one of the most recogniz-
able basketball names in Rhode Island, 
and this past winter, it grew even more.

Rhode Island College senior Antonia 
Corsinetti was a key piece to the Anchor-
women club that won its third consecutive 
Little East Conference Championship and 
advanced all the way to the Division III 
Final Four showdown. Her cousin, An-
thony, was an All-Division standout as a 
senior for the Johnston High School team 
that won its first championship in 27 
years.

For Antonia, she was thrilled to pull off 
the three-peat, beat the odds and see her 
team advance all the way to the Final Four 
despite garnering just one vote in the 
rankings.

“It was incredibly special, a lot of people 
counted us out, we weren’t even ranked. 
The journey was an unbelievable experi-
ence, once in a lifetime. This team worked 
so hard to get there, we all believed in 
each other. We knew we could do it,” said 
Antonia. “I’m very grateful. We lost in the 
conference final my freshmen year, then 
won three conference titles in a row, then 
made it to the Final Four. It just shows the 
commitment that the five seniors have 
given throughout our four years. It was so 

CORSINETTI - PAGE 19�

Unified 
season 
tips off

The unified basketball 
season is underway and 
Johnston had fun on its 
opening day last week. 
Pictured are Heber Mu-
noz Lopez putting up a 
shot (left) and David 
Collins, Ava Waterman 
and Chris Civetti work-
ing together to make a 
play (right). For more 
photos of the action, 
check out page 17. 
(Photos by Leo van Di-
jk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.
com)

BASKETBALL FAMILY: Antonia Corsinetti (Photo courtesy of RIC) and Anthony Corsinetti. (Photo by Alex Sponseller)
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

401-736-0600

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Community College of Rhode 
Island baseball team hosts Quincy Col-
lege this Thursday, March 23 in its 2023 
home opener following an encouraging 
week-long trip to Myrtle Beach for 
Spring Break.

The Knights played nine games in 
five days and finished 2-7 on the trip, 
which included games against Division 
II schools SUNY Sullivan, Sussex Coun-
ty, and County College of Morris. First 
pitch Thursday in Warwick is 3:30 pm; 
the Knights then travel to Quincy for a 
Saturday doubleheader beginning at 
noon.

Several players stood out during the 
first week of play in Myrtle Beach. 
Sophomore outfielder Sam Laurie (Nar-
ragansett) batted .533 in five games 
with three RBIs and five stolen bases 
while fellow sophomore outfielder 
Dylan Barlow (Warwick) batted .500, 
scored three times and reached base 

five times in four games. Sophomore 
infield Caleb Harris (Cranston) drove in 
a team-best four runs in five games and 
freshman infielder Zak Thomas (North 
Providence) scored four runs and bat-
ted .438 over five games.

Sophomore pitcher Brock Bruneau 
(Ontario, Canada) earned a win during 
the road trip, allowing one earned run 
over four innings in the Knights’ 18-8 
victory over Montgomery County on 
March 15. Harris and Laurie combined 
for seven RBI in the win while freshman 
third baseman Noah Cook (Cranston) 
scored three runs and drew four walks.

In his second season as head coach, 
Joe Hopkins is looking to build off the 
late-season success of the 2022 team. 
The Knights finished 10-21 last year, but 
advanced to the finals of the NJCAA 
Division III Region XXI Championships 
against Northern Essex after sweeping 
a consolation bracket doubleheader 
against rivals Quinsigamond and Mas-
sasoit. 

Knights return for season

CHEERING THEM ON: Katie Rodriguez cheers on the Panthers last week.

UP THE COURT: Lucio La Terra Bellina, Cam Vanstone and Kaylee Vanstone bring 
the ball up the court.
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Prepare for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(401) 922-9007

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

FREE
7-Year Extended

A $695 Value!

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

The West Bay Anglers, a 
fishing club in Warwick, con-
tributed $7,000 to each of three 
Rhode Island non-profit orga-
nizations including Veteran 
Angler Charters of Bristol 
with other locations coast-
wide, Impossible Dream of 
Warwick and the Dare to 
Dream Ranch in Foster, Rhode 
Island.   

Pam Tameo, lobster raffle 
chairperson and past presi-
dent of the West Bay Anglers 
said, “We raised $21,000 this 
year, the second highest 
amount ever, thanks to the 100 
percent commitment from our 
volunteers to run the Meat & 
Lobster Raffles and the hun-
dreds of donors who contrib-
ute each week.” 

Pam, her husband Frank 
Tameo and a host of other 
West Bay Anglers have been 
actively raising funds for 
Rhode Island charities for 24 
years.  

For 18 Saturdays the West 
Bay Anglers raffled off tables 
of meat, lobster and other 
food items, consumer elec-
tronics, fishing gear and a host 
of other items.  Each Saturday 
event would last over two 
hours at the Warwick Fire 
Fighters Hall on Warwick Av-
enue. 

Tameo said, “It was great to 
see the expression on the faces 
of the executive directors of 
the three charities once they 
learned the amount of dona-
tions.”

Capt. Randy Bagwell of Riv-
er Rebel Charters, Bristol, who 
takes wounded veterans fish-
ing on his charter boat on be-
half of Veteran Anglers Char-
ters, said, “This is the tenth 
year we received a major do-
nation from the West Bay An-
glers. They are committed to 
veterans in many ways and 
thank them for helping us to 
take members of the military 
fishing.”  

Veteran Angler Charters’ 
Board, who was represented 
by Capt. Kathy Granfield, 
said, “The organization offers 
free, small group charter fish-
ing trips to injured and recov-
ering veterans. Our mission is 
to provide veterans with rec-
reational rehabilitation and 
therapeutic support.”

The second charity receiv-
ing a $7,000 donation was im-
POSSIBLE Dream of Warwick. 
Executive Director Diane Pen-
za, co-founded the organiza-
tion 40 yeas ago with her fa-
ther, John Florio. The imPOS-
SIBLE DREAM Playground 
was Rhode Island’s first inte-
grated playground, offering 
an environment that is play 
friendly for children of all 
physical abilities in a clean 
and safe environment.

The Third charity to receive 
$7,000 award was Dare to 
Dream Ranch, Foster, RI. “This 
is the third year they received 
an award,” said Pam Tameo. 
The organization, represented 
by executive director Karen 
Dalton at the event,  offers al-
ternative therapy programs 
for service members, veterans 
and their families.

Special recognition by the 
West Bay Anglers was given 
to Bobby Baggerson. Tameo 
said, “Bobby was one of our 
longest and most dedicated 
volunteers for the Raffle who 
passed away this year.”

Tameo said, “If you are in-
terested in attending this fall 
our 25th year starts with the 
first Meat & Lobster Raffle on 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023, at the 
Warwick Fire Fighters Associ-
ation, 750 Warwick Avenue, 
Warwick.”

Trout fishing is the 
ticket this month

Rhode Island lakes, ponds, 
rivers, and streams designated 
as trout-stocked waters are 
currently closed for fishing. 
However, the season opens 
Saturday, April 8, 2023 and 
runs through Feb. 29, 2024.  
More to come next week on 
Opening Day in Rhode Island.  

For licenses and trout/salm-
on waterway stocking infor-
mation in Rhode Island visit 
www.dem.ri.gov/fishing, and 
in Massachusetts www.mass.
gov/service-details/trout-

stocking-report .

RI Marine Fisheries Council 
meets to consider regulations

The Rhode Island Marine 
Fisheries Council will meet to 
consider 2023 recreational and 
many commercial regulations 
at an in-person and online hy-
brid meeting 6:00 p.m., Mon-
day, April 3, 2023, at the URI 
Graduate School of Oceanog-
raphy Bay Campus, Coreless 
Auditorium, 215 South Ferry 
Road, Narragansett.

The Council makes fishing 
regulation recommendations 
to DEM, with Terrance Gray, 
DEM Director, generally ap-
proving 95 percent of the 
Council’s regulation recom-
mendations.

Issues before the Council on 
April 3 that impact recreation-
al anglers include regulations 
for black sea bass and scup as 
well as commercial Atlantic 
menhaden measures in the 
Bay. Although the RI special 
management are in the Bay 
has been a model for such na-
tional programs. The program 
includes weekly (sometimes 
daily) aerial stock assessments 
to determine weather the Bay 
is open or closed to commer-
cial fishing. There are a num-
ber of commercial fishing in-
dustry proposals being con-
sidered at the Council meeting 
that would in effect dismantle 
the program to allow more 
Atlantic menhaden to be taken 
in the Bay.

For years anglers have ad-
vocated for eco-system-based 
management for the species to 
provide enough bio bass in 
the Bay not only to sustain the 
fishery but to serve the eco-
logical needs of fish and birds 
such as striped bass, bluefish, 
whales, osprey, etc.

The meeting can be joined in 
person or by Zoom at https://
u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m .
us/j/83805326029?pwd=eFFT
em12NUVveVBD.dGhiTys-
3cUFrUT09 . Meeting ID: 838 
0532 6029. Passcode: 282613. 
Dial-in 1-929-205-6099

For agenda details with sup-
port documents on the meet-
ing visit https://dem.ri.gov/
natural-resources-bureau/ma-
rine-fisheries/calendar .

Where’s the bite?
Freshwater. Connor Swartz 

of Red Top Sporting Goods, 
Buzzards Bay, said, “Freshwa-
ter fishing is picking up at 
ponds that have been stocked 
with trout. Long Pond in 
Plymouth is producing well 
for anglers.”  Tom Giddings of 
the Tackle Box, Warwick, said, 
“Fishing in Warwick Pond 
and Gorton Pond is spotty, but 
they are producing large-
mouth bass for customers. The 
white perch bite has been very 
good. Everyone is getting 
ready for Opening Day. We 
are fully stocked and will 
open Friday, April 7 at 5 a.m. 
and stay open all night until 
Saturday, April 8 at 7 p.m.” 

For licenses and trout/salmon 
waterway stocking informa-
tion in Rhode Island visit 
www.dem.ri.gov/fishing, and 
in Massachusetts www.mass.
gov/service-details/trout-
stocking-report .

“Striped bass holdovers are 
being caught in the upper 
Providence River. We have al-
so received reports of herring 
staring to appear in our water-
ways early as it is warm. The 
bass season this year should 
be strong and early,” said Gid-
dings.  

John Littlefield of Archie’s 
Bait & Tackle of Riverside, RI, 
said, “Anglers fishing the up-
per Seekonk River in down-
town Pawtucket this weekend 
found the River loaded with 3 
to 5 inch pogies (Atlantic men-
haden). They were fishing for 
school bass but couldn’t make 
a cast without snagging a po-
gie. These fish wintered here 
and once they are joined with 
new arrivals the upper Bay 
and Rivers should be loaded 
with Atlantic menhaden and 
striped bass.”

Dave Monti holds a captain’s 
master license and charter fish-
ing license. He serves on a vari-
ety of boards and commissions 
and has a consulting business 
focusing on clean oceans, habitat 
preservation, conservation, re-
newable energy, and fisheries re-
lated issues and clients. Forward 
fishing news and photos to dmon-
tifish@verison.net or visit www.
noflukefishing.com.

West Bay Anglers donate $21,000 to three RI nonprofits

READY TO FISH: Veterans aboard River Rebel Charters fish for free as part of the Veteran Angler Charters program. (Submitted photo)
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Painting

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606
Warwick 

Seamless Gutters
Gutter installation on 

new and existing homes
Cut and drop service available 

at your home or project
Leaf guards & gutter cleaning

Call Mike 
401-265-1570

Gutters

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

LENNY POTVIN
Custom Woodworking

& Remodeling
Specializing in:

Cabinetry • Kitchens
Kitchen Refacing

Home Repair
All phases of 

Interior Woodwork
40+ Years Experience

Lenny 822-0824 
Reg. #235

Flooring
E.W. FLAGG

Plumbing & Heating
New & Old

Installations • Repairs
Water Heaters

Commercial & Residential
739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

Contractors

Business ServiceS
ads start at 

$32/week
for 4 or more weeks in the Johnston sun Rise, 

Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald 
(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, please call 732-3100

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

Power Washing

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Liberty Junk 
Removal, Inc. 

We remove all content from cellars.
One room or entire house.

We remove sheds and hot-tubs. 
15 years of reliable service.

Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Norwood
Lawn Care & 
LandsCaping

Spring clean-ups.
Weekly cutting and trimming.  
Mulch and bushes trimmed.

Call George 
401-738-2152

Landscaping

Painting

Yard 
Maintenance
Weekly/Biweekly Cutting

SprIng/FALL CLEAnupS
Senior Accounts Welcome

401.374.0490

Business 
ServiceS

Business ServiceS
DEaDlInE:

 Monday 10 aM

■ Corsinetti
(Continued from page 16)

special and we were grateful to do it 
with one another.”

Anthony transferred back to Johnston 
prior to his junior campaign and quickly 
became one of the most productive play-
ers in program history for the Panthers. 
After a down junior year, Anthony was 
proud to see he and his teammates turn 
things around and go on a legendary run 
to the title.

“It was great. I transferred back before 
my junior year so it was great to bring it 
back home to the community. I’m proud 
of my teammates, it’s something to re-
member. It feels great especially with 
what my dad has done here as a coach. 
It’s great to add to that history. I did it for 
my teammates. We expected more of 
ourselves last year but went 9-9. We used 
those nine losses as nine lessons,” said 
Anthony.

His father, Chris, is a former coach for 
the Lady Panthers and played during his 
high school days. Chris helped guide the 

program to being one of the state’s best 
during his tenure, and has been a big 
part in developing both Anthony and 
Antonia, who were also neighbors grow-
ing up.

Anthony was honored to add to his 
family’s legacy in the town and state 
with the win, and to do it alongside his 
cousin.

“It was great to see her succeed, I’m 
proud of her. It’s a great representation 
of the hard work that we put in. I feel 
that no one works harder than we do, 
and if you put the time in, the results fol-
low. I am proud of her and I’m proud of 
myself. We made history.”

Antonia added: “It was very special, 
especially since we won on the same 
weekend and he won the title on my 
home court. It was pretty fun to watch. 
He worked really hard. He and I grew 
up together and always pushed each 
other. We always wanted to bring a 
championship home to our schools. He 
brought one home to our town and I 
made the state proud by winning in a 
public school (at RIC). It was a lot of 
fun.”

Each year, I go on a 
spiel about how April 

is the best month on the 
sports calendar, and I 
will do it once again.

April will once again 
deliver in 2023, starting 
with what should be an 
epic conclusion to the 
March Madness NCAA 
tournament. This Satur-
day will be the Final Four 
showdowns followed by 
the actual championship 
on Monday.

Admittedly, I am not 
an avid college hoops 
guy. I pay attention to the 
teams in our region that 
advance, so this year it 
has been UConn, but 
overall, there are just too 
many teams and moving 
pieces for me to keep up 
with.

However, once the 
tournament reaches the 
Elite 8, that is when I lock 
in a bit more. The talk of 
UConn for the past 20 
years has been on the 
women’s side. Of course, 
because that program 
was on the most domi-
nant run in college sports 
history. The men’s team 
to this point has been a 
dark horse and has over-
come the odds to reach 
this point. It’s a tough, 
resilient team that now 
has everyone’s attention.

What has also been fun 
about this tournament is 
that so many unusual 
teams have advanced. 
Not sure if anyone would 
have guessed that any of 
these clubs would reach 
the Final Four. It’s a nice 
mix up, and I’m not even 
going to begin to try to 
make a prediction. I’m 
pulling for the Huskies, 
though.

Then of course, base-
ball. Our high schools be-
gan scrimmaging this 
week and will be getting 
the regular season start-
ed next week. The pros 
begin this week as well 
and Little League will be 
getting ramped up later 
in the month.

There is a charm about 
baseball that hits home 
every April. It always 
feels like opening day 
truly marks the end of 
winter. Sure, there are 
plenty of cold early sea-
son games, but overall, 
baseball means spring, 

nice weather, brighter 
days.

For our high schools, 
I’m always intrigued to 
see if Hendricken can 
pull it off as perennial 
favorites. I also look for-
ward to the Cranston 
East-West rivalry as well 
as Pilgrim and Toll Gate. 
Johnston is also coming 
off a playoff appearance, 
so that will be fun to 
watch.

Then our Little 
Leagues. Rhode Island 
has some of the country’s 
best youth baseball and 
that’s not hyperbole. 
Look at the year-by-year 
New England winners in 
the Little League World 
Series. The Ocean State 
dominates. It’s exciting 
to see if one of our Little 
Leagues can get it done, 
and even if it’s another 
Rhode Island team, it’s 
always fun to watch the 
team that could be the 
one playing on ESPN in 
Williamsport.

As for the Red Sox. 
Sigh.

Like most Sox observ-
ers, this entire offseason 
perplexed me. The Sox 
are one of the richest 
teams in the world, had 
plenty of money to spend 
and loads of talent that 
needed to be re-signed. 
Instead, the team elected 
to let Xander Bogaerts, 
JD Martinez and Nathan 
Eovaldi walk right out 
the door and did little to 
replace them.

They had a nice spring 
training, so maybe they 
will avoid another last 
place season. To have our 
sights set on “not last 
place,” though, is frus-
trating considering the 
substantial advantages 
the club has. 

Football is my favorite 
sport across all levels, 

and although kick off is 
months away, April is 
home to the annual NFL 
Draft.

This is another one of 
those “kick off the 
spring” events that I have 
circled on my calendar 
every April. The NFL is 
the world’s biggest sports 
organization and we get 
to see the latest crop of 
imports join the party. 
Rhode Island has been 
represented recently with 
Hendricken’s Kwity Paye 
hearing his name called 
and Xavier Truss will 
probably be taking the 
stage in next year’s draft.

Either way, it’s always 
a great event that gives 
you a glimpse into the 
future. It’s also a massive 
opportunity for teams to 
beef up their lineups. For 
the Patriots, they desper-
ately, and I mean desper-
ately, need to nail this 
year’s draft. They have 
the 14th overall pick, gr-
ab a stud. 

I do not follow softball 
beyond the high school 
level, but we also have 
elite softball right in our 
backyard. Each year, we 
see plenty of players 
from Rhode Island reach 
the next level.

I love the Division I 
playoffs, especially. It’s 
always a dogfight and no 
team ever seems to have 
the title secure. It really is 
who plays the best the 
day of.

Pilgrim, Coventry, La 
Salle, Bay View, St. Ray’s, 
Cranston West. It’s al-
ways a blast to cover 
these tournaments and 
these races all spring and 
I’m expecting another 
wild finish.

Then some of the other 
sports like lacrosse, out-
door track, boys volley-
ball, tennis. There is just 
so much to look forward 
to in this month. Road 
races, sailing events. 
April really feels like a 
month of hope, as cheesy 
as that sounds. March is 
an extension of winter, 
April is when we actually 
break through.

Happy April to every-
one. I am thrilled to be 
getting back outside and 
enjoying the fresh air. 
Looking forward to 
catching up with you. 

Looking forward to a busy April
My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com
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OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10	AM	Monday	for
	 	 Cranston	Herald	(Thursday),	
	 	 Warwick	Beacon	(Thursday)	&	
	 	 Johnston	Sun	Rise	(Thursday)

adVerTisinG cosTs:
Line-By-Line:	
1	Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4	Weeks	or	More — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
 Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00	per	week; each additional line $4.00

CLASSified	diSpLAy:	
1	Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00	per	column	inch. 

BuSineSS	SeRviCe	AdS: 
$32.00	per	column	inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add	the	Ri	Reminder:
$8.00	per	column	inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

please check Your ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise  401-732-3100

4 Lines / $2500

nAMe		 ____________________________________________________________________________________ pHOne	 ____________________________

AddReSS		 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CiTy	 ________________________________________________________________________ STATe		 __________________ Zip ____________________

$25.00/Week — $29.00/Week with Bold

$29.00/Week — $33.00/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

Use 1 block for each letter, nUmber or pUnctUation mark. leave one blank block between each word or after each pUnctUation mark. (minimUm ad - 4 lines)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

DeaDLine:
Monday 10 AM

CArd #  ____________________________________________________________________________________________  EXP. dATE: _____________________  SEC. CodE ____________________

AMoUNT ENCLoSEd  $ _____________  CHECK # __________

# oF WEEKS  Ad IS To rUN  _________      
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑

CATEGorY
______________________

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or    e-mail to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

Houses	for	Rent

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5 baths. 
Unfurnished, hardwoord floors, 
washer &  dryer, stove, refrig-
erator, 1-yr lease, $1000 mo. 
+ utilities. Security. No pets. No 
smoking. Credit check, BCI, ref-
erences. Bob 529-5898

Rv/Campers 
for	Sale

Pro Home Improvements - Spe-
cializing in kitchen, baths, and 
basement remodeling and any 
interior repairs. prohomeimprov.
com. Free est. Licensed and in-
sured. Call Pat at 401-374-3929

Collectibles
Mr. Baseball coming to RI, buy-
ing sports cards and memora-
bilia, 203-767-2407

Home	improvements
Junk	Removal

HAVE TRUCK WILL HAUL: 
Junk, brush, construction debris. 
DUMPSTERS also available. 
497-1282

Houses	Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call  
401-595-8703

Fleetwood Pulse 24A 2009 
Class C Motorhome has 66k 
miles and everything works, ask-
ing $14600, sleep 6 comfortably, 
more info at pkay55@rnetcloud.
com, 401-551-3901

Get the word out...
Advertise Your
YArd SAle
Call	732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)
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Tales of a 
Trek-brarian

By 
DANIAL J.
HOLMES

Tucked away in the offi ce of the Warwick 
Public Library’s new director is a “special 
collection” which is truly out-of-this-world.

 “I have Star Trek posters and comic books 
signed by the cast, memorabilia from all the 
different series, illuminated blueprints of the 
Starship Enterprise, life-size cutouts of Cap-

tains Kirk and Picard… and then there’s my tree,” said Aaron 
Coutu, standing beside an artifi cial spruce with boughs sagging 
under the weight of tiny Starfl eet, Federation, and Romulan 
ships. 

Coutu recently disembarked from a much larger ship – Royal 
Caribbean’s thousand foot Navigator of the Seas.  The vessel 
hosted the sixth installment of Star Trek: The Cruise at the end 
of February.

 “This was the second Star Trek cruise I’ve attended,” he said.  
“The whole week is an amazing experience, and I’m defi nitely 
looking forward to next year.”

A native of Coventry, Coutu was named library director back 
in July, having previously served as the Assistant Director of 
the Cumberland Public Library.  He remains involved with the 
Other Worlds Book Club which he started there.

 “We alternate every week between science-fi ction and fan-
tasy novels,” he explained.  “I’m interested in getting some-
thing similar started here, but we already have so many reading 
groups in Warwick that it’s tough to schedule a new one with-
out creating confl icts.  Our Cumberlan group is open to anyone 
interested, however.”

AT SEA AND 
ON LAND: 
Warwick 
Librarian Aaron 
Coutu with 
one of the 
characters he 
encountered 
on the recent 
cruise for 
Trekkies 
and with the 
Christmas 
tree, which 
he still lights 
in his offi ce 
and decorated 
with Star War 
fi gures and 
ships. 

“Science fiction, by its nature, gives 
readers a unique way to reflect on 
our own society.

— Aaron Coutu fresh from a Star Trek cruise…
on Navigator of the Seas

�  TREK - PAGE 24
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Local ❤ Adoptable ❤ Loveable
AnimAl   TAlk

By Karen Kalunian

If you have been thinking of adopting or know of 
an animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Potter League

Lover Boy
Lover Boy is auditioning to be the leading man in your life! He is just over three 
years old and is a true lover! Good looks, he’s got them, great temperament, 
he’s got it and a huge heart, he’s got that too! Lover Boy is playful and would 
love a big fenced in yard and an active family. If you have been searching for 
an all around good boy please contact the Potter League for Animals at 401-
846-8276. You can also visit the shelter they are located at 87 Oliphant Lane 
Middletown, RI. Lover Boy is hoping that you will make his dream of a fun loving 
forever home come true!

By ROB DUGUAY

Since the 1960s, the J. 
Arthur Trudeau Memo-
rial Center located on 3445 
Post Road in Warwick has 
been Southern New Eng-
land’s premier provider 
of services for people with 
intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. With 
clients ranging from chil-
dren to adults, it’s one of 
the few organizations of 
its specialty that serves 
individuals in all stages of 
life. They currently work 
with over 3,000 people all 
over Rhode Island and 
the surrounding areas of 
Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts with their mis-
sion being to enhance the 
quality of living of these 
folks. One of the ways 
the Trudeau Center pur-
sues this is by intertwin-
ing the local music scene 
with the people they work 
with, which often results 
in some enjoyable projects 
and activities for all in-
volved. An example of this 
is a free record release & 
dance party that’s happen-
ing at the center on March 
31 from 6-9 p.m. 

It’s all going down to 
celebrate the release of the 
hip hop album from Don-
ald Torres, also known as 
MC DT, titled “The Man, 
The Myth, The Legend”. 
He collaborated with Ian 
Campopiano from the 
Providence experimental 
rap rock act Ontologics 
on it, who has also been 
working at the Trudeau 
Center for the past 18 
years as a Direct Support 
Professional. 

“My favorite music 
is hip hop,” Torres says 
about the making of the al-

bum. “I recorded songs be-
fore, but this time I wanted 
to release a full album. 
Ian helped me with this 
big accomplishment and 
goal, and making it was 
so much fun. I wanted to 
make music to share with 
my friends, family, [the] 
Trudeau [Center] and even 
Drake. I can’t wait for my 
record release party and 
I know I will see a lot of 
people and have a lot of 
fun. There’s going to be a 
DJ and everything.”

“We recorded the album 
at my home studio over 
the course of a year from 
the fall of 2021 to the fall 
of 2022,” Campopiano 
adds. “We tried to express 
something unique and 
fun while creating good 
memories that last a life-
time through sound. Each 
song has a different theme 
that Donald brought forth 
through his vivid imagi-
nation. I’ve written and 
produced songs with cli-
ents from Trudeau over 
the years, and it’s always 

a great experience. Donald 
has already started work-
ing on his follow up record 
titled ‘Dream Big’.”

While working with 
Campopiano on “The 
Man, The Myth, The Leg-
end”, Torres wrote all the 
songs for it himself as well 
as doing all the vocals. 
Tracks such as “Get Mon-
ey”, “Giddy Up (Cowboy 
Kid)”, “Hands Up”, “Hit 
The Dance Floor” and 
“Summer Time” highlight 
a one-of-a-kind album that 
has really interesting beats 
and rhymes. The structure 
that’s present is its own 
peculiar thing while being 
a bit abstract and with Tor-
res’ upbeat lyrics. Overall, 
the music is a product of 
how this creative outlet 
can be something fun for 
anyone to have an experi-
ence with. Make sure to 
check out the album on 
the MC DT Youtube chan-
nel or grab a copy at the 
Trudeau Center this Friday 
night during what should 
be a real cool time.

Trudeau Center rings in release 
new Donald Torres album 

By DON FOWLER

The State Ballet of Rhode 
Island returns to Crans-
ton’s Park Theatre for two 
performances of “Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonder-
land” on Saturday, April 1 
at 1:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Performed to the music 
of Joseph Horowitz, the 
colorful story is told in two 
acts, introducing several 
peculiar creature from the 
famous story.

Alice escapes in her 
dreams to the exciting 
Wonderland, where she 
meets the White Rabbit, 
Mad Hatter, Grumpy Cat-
erpillar, Queen of Hearts, 
and Cheshire Cat.

Tickets at $42 are still 
available for both show-
ings by visiting the box 
offi ce or going on line at 
theparkri.com. Free park-
ing is available behind 
Cranston City Hall

State Ballet presents 
“Alice’s Adventures 

In Wonderland” 
at The Park

DON TORRES

Photo courtesy of stateballet.com
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

New England 
Coin Exchange

We buy coins, currency, jewelry 
and other collectibles.

1053 Park Ave., Cranston   401-339-2934
w w w. n e c o i n e x c h a n g e . c o m

Last week I was enjoying a to-go dinner with the Bruneau 
Crew before one of our auctions and we started talking about 
the types of essential pieces everyone should have in their per-
sonal collections. Since we have so many and specialties and 
interests here, it became a well-rounded list. I got to thinking 
that advice from the pros here at Bruneau & Co would be an in-
teresting topic to write about and share with you, so here it is!

1. Something Nostalgic: I will start with myself and per-
haps this is obvious if you follow my work, but including 
something you love from your childhood is a must for any col-
lector. Nothing beats having a favorite toy or comic from your 
youth displayed in your adulthood home – the only problem is 
you have to resist playing with them!

2. Something Historic: Maybe it is because military history 
is his specialty, but Joel advocates everyone have something in 
their collection with a past – even if it is not militaria related. 
Bonus points if it has a provenance proving the item was in an 
important place at an important time!

3. Something Functional: This is my wife, Ashle’s, sugges-
tion because I fi ll our house up with so many toys and comics. 
She really enjoys when we acquire something for our collec-
tion that actually serves a purpose. Perhaps it is a vase or a 

piece of furniture, so long as it doesn’t just sit around collect-
ing dust!

4. Something Mechanical: Kevin is obviously biased be-
cause he is an avid car collector, but he has always had an ad-

miration for mechanisms. Whether it be BMWs, vintage steam 
engines, or antique clocks, he believes anything that moves 
and was manufactured before all this modern technology is 
cool to have in your collection.

5. Something Inherited: It might not be the most valuable 
item in your collection, but Joel’s assistant Jon believes it is 
absolutely important to keep something passed down through 
the generations in your family. Does that mean you have to 
keep all your grandparents’ Hummels? No…. but maybe you 
should keep their favorite one around to honor their memory.

6. Something Unique: Becca suggests everyone fi nd some-
thing one-of-a-kind for their collections. If it is hand-made, a 
little imperfect, quirky, fun to look at, or all of the above and it 
speaks to you – make it yours! She says it doesn’t really matter 
what it is: art, jewelry, furniture – as long as it is the only one 
like it in the world!

7. Something Fancy: According to Mary, everyone should 
splurge on themselves now and again, so acquiring a nice piece 
of jewelry, a designer handbag, or another couture accessory is 
a must. Having items like that in your collection to bring out 
for special occasions will always bring you joy – and they will 
probably be good investments, too!

By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

YOUR AD HERE
$60
8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 
Johnston Sun Rise and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO

732-3100 / 821-2216

per 
week

HOURS: 
Thursday-Saturday 

12-5pm

316 Warwick Neck Ave.
Warwick

203-1366

•COMICS•GOLD JEWELRY
•SILVER COINS•GUNS

CASH FOR

Tips for Completing Your

537 Pontiac Avenue, 
Cranston, RI

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com

Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm

$$ Looking to BUY Your Collectibles $$ 

We are actively purchasing 
COMIC BOOKS
TOYS • RECORDS
We are looking for collections large & small.
Call to let us know what you have.

• Second Hand Merchandise
• Household Accessories
• Antiques
• Furniture
• All Occasion  Greeting Cards
 and much more

59 Putnam Pike (Rte. 44), Johnston, RI 02919
401-525-4616

YANKEE
TREASURE CHEST

COLLECTION
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

Place Your Ad Today — ONLY 
$1650

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment. 3.42”x2” ad. FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE)

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS • MOLD REMEDIATION
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                       RI Reg. #9386

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

cranston paint
& Wall covering

InterIor and exterIor paIntIng

Now bookiNg iNterior wiNter projects 
and exterior spriNg projects

“Products and Services From One Source”

946-5070 or  265-5095
cranstonpaintri.com

386 atwood avenue, cranston, rI

all major credit cards accepted ri reg. #37080

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available
ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES

• Solar Panels • • Exterior Windows • • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

401-623-6106
bmlandscapingcoinc@verizon.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 2001 • Fully Licensed & Insured

Spring Cleanups • Lawn Mowing
Landscape Design • Shrub Trimming

Seed & Sod Installations • Mulch Installations
Fall Leaf Cleanups • Snow Plowing Services

New Landscape Installations

Coutu – who goes by “Trekbrarian” on 
Twitter – says that fantastic literature is 
not merely a means of escapism.

 “Science fi ction, by its nature, gives 
readers a unique way to refl ect on our 
own society,” he said.  “It lets readers 
explore problems that exist in our own 
world, but in a context that often makes 
them feel less threatening.  Star Trek itself 
has always had a reputation for promot-
ing diversity, especially through the rela-
tionships depicted onscreen.”

For recent sci-fi  reads available at 
the Warwick Public Library, Coutu 
recommends NK Jemison’s The City 
We Became, which offers a modern spin 
on the Roman mythological concept 
of the genius loci (guardian spirits of a 
particular city or village).  “It’s set in a 

New York in which each of the boroughs 
is represented by a protective ‘avatar.’  
It’s a really engaging concept that really 
digs into the city’s culture.  Another really 
exciting modern author in the genre is 
Rebecca Roanhorse, who blends together 
indigenous and science fi ction themes.  
It can be really fascinating to watch the 
way she combines them, because so many 
tales of space exploration are necessarily 
also stories of colonization.”

Community of Trekkies

For younger readers, Coutu suggests 
Interstellar Pig by William Sleator.

Coutu’s own interest in the genre start-
ed around the age of 11, around the time 
of the release of Star Trek: The Voyage 
Home.  He quickly discovered the close 
knit community of “Trekkies” that have 
formed around the franchise, cementing 
his interests.

“In those days, Star Trek was just start-
ing to develop an online presence,” he 
said.  “There were a number of ‘play-by-
email’ games in which Trekkies across the 
country would play as their favorite char-
acters.”

That community is a key feature of out-
ings like the cruise.

“It’s a lot of the same kind of fun you’d 
fi nd at a convention, but you get more of 
a chance to interact with people,” he said.  
“You’re staying right next to them, eating 
in the same restaurants, going to the same 
events, activities, and shore outings - and 
that includes the cast members and celeb-
rity guests.  It’s really a unique experience 
to get to see just how normal these people 
are.”

One such celebrity interaction made 
quite an impression on Coutu’s travel 
companion.

“My partner, Jeff, isn’t a huge fan of 
the show himself,” Coutu says, jokingly 

referring to him as a member of SPOT 
- “Spouses and Partners Of Trekkies.”  
Nevertheless, one chance encounter on 
deck proved especially memorable.  “He 
stepped out from a party one night and 
chanced into Anthony Rapp,” Coutu said.  
Rapp played Commander Stamets in 
Star Trek: Discovery.  “Jeff was absolutely 
thrilled because he remembered Rapp 
from Rent, so they spent a long time chat-
ting about that.”

Coutu has had quite a few celebrity ex-
periences of his own, including Johnathon 
Frakes (another actor with a cardboard 
cutout in the library director’s offi ce).

“I’ve been working on getting the sig-
natures for my Next Generation poster 
over the course of these cruises,” he said, 
holding up an almost completed poster.  
“Although there are a few that I don’t ex-
pect I’ll ever collect, like Sir Patrick Stew-
art or Whoopi Goldberg.”

In the off chance that the stars are loyal 
Warwick Beacon readers, we’ll be happy 
to pass the request along.

Explore the final frontier

Coutu himself is ready to ‘boldly go’ on 
next year’s Star Trek cruise, scheduled to 
visit Aruba and Cabo, among other desti-
nations.  For those looking to explore the 
fi nal frontier on their own, Coutu recom-
mends checking a telescope out of the li-
brary.

“Science has a unique attraction to all 
of use, regardless of age,” he said.  “Ev-
eryone is curious about how things work, 
everyone is curious about where we are 
in the universe.  We’re excited to offer 
telescope rentals to try to get kids excited 
about space, and we’ll have a few sug-
gestions for astronomic events and good 
times for stargazing coming up.”

� Trek
(Continued from page 21)

OFFICE COMPANY: Warwick 
Librarian Aaron Coutu always 
has plenty of company from the 
characters that line his shelves 
to the cutouts looking across 
the room to his desk. (Beacon 
Communications photos)
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